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Subject: BENNETT, GWENDOLYN 
FOIPA No. 1063112- 000 
Dear Requester: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, l 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was: 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 
E(b)(1) O(b)(7)(A) O(d)(5) 
&(b)(2) D(b)(7)(B) 002) t 
DQ(b(3 ^» ZDI-T 5 &(b)(7)(C) D(K)(1) 
&(b)(7)(D) O(k)(2) 
O(b)(7)(E) O(k)(3) 
O(b)(7)(F) O(k)(4) 
O(b)(4) O(b)(8) O(k)(5) 
O(b)(5) O(b)(9) O(k)(6) 
E(b)(6) D(K)(7) 


115 page(s) were reviewed and 107 page(s) are being released. 


O Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 


D referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. ` 


D referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 


& You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 

writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425 

New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 

date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 


O The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 


If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


Pde 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


To minimize cost to both you and the FBI, extra file copies of the same document were not processed. 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, (D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 
crime or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
FBI/DOJ 
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FEDERAL WORKS AEN. a 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 


1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW 
WASHINGTON, D C 


—— ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
MMISSIONER OF WORK PROJECTS HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 03-07-2007 BY 60324 auc baw/cpb/kj 
June 24, 1941 
P aiii 
Reference: I 
2 5-NY-2717 * 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director ii Z 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ü 
x Department of Justice — 
1 Washington, D. C. : p 
cl : 
a x ] : 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 29 P " ! ssl I” a iot 
p There is enclosed herewith, AC - of the report of 


an investigation made by.this Dt ision of a complaint which 


5 alleged that Gwendd Bennett mide a false statement in 


y à submitting an affi ^ WPA Form 608, to this Administration 
Wo: stating that she was Mot a Commmist. 
NI 
N V * The report this investigation is referred to 
Y ya your Bureau for your information and files. 
J " UN 
Y © Very truly yours, 
- 


Enclosure 


SN 


S * 
: „ BE 


DN 03-07-2007 


60524 auc bau/cpbj;kj 


Form No 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT NEW YORK, NEW YORK M \ i NY FILEN. 100.56529 MYM 


REPORT MADE AT „ DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
4 l a WHICH MADE 
NEW YORK, N. Yay E ; 
TITLE C 


GWENDOLYN BENET, with aliases; ¢ 
Gwendolyn Bennett Cross cup, Mrs, Alfred Jackbqn, 
p Gwendolyn Bennett Jackson, Rutir\Gale 
* 


m 


| | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS din ject GWENDOLYN. BENNETT, pren, claims to have been born 
ls 3, at Giddings, Texas, 7/8/02, ‘ and was raised in Washington, D. 0. 
"NL! m Harrisburg, Pa. In 1916 vnd came to NYC and has been 
i>) over intermittent period a resident of that city since. In 
1927 BENNETT married Dr, ALFRED JACKSON, now deceased. = 
6/25/40 she married present husband, RIO B. CROSSCUP v wii te 
AC man, Subject is connected with the intellectu 
N V Communist Party, and is believ e close friend of J. 
TAN V. FORD, colored Communist Party Vice-Presidential candidate, 
as well as PAUL ROBESON, CANADA LEE, EARL BROWDER, ROBERT MINOR, 
FERDINAND SMITH end other Commni cts, BENNETT is alleged to 
have been a member of the Commnist Party Publicity Committee for 
District in 1936, 1937 and 1938. Her husband, RICHARD BECK 


PAG aco 


S pmdcracy for several years and is instructor at the Jefferson 
"m creer arta 2b Of Social Science at the present time, GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
A han " ; $39 Director of George Washington Carver School, colored Communist 
„ front organ! za ti on, located 57 W. 125 St., NYC, and is very 
"C ` active in Communist Party matters in NYC, 27 


180 JAN 25 1881 
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DETAILS: 7 
The subject, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases, is being 
considered a key figure in the New York Field Division, 


Backeround 

: GWENDOLYN BENNETT, a negress, claims to have been born 
in Giddings, Texas on July 8, 1902, A letter received by the New York branch 
of the Work Projects Administration, Sub-Treasury Building, Pine and Nassau 
Streets, New York City, from the Health Department at Giddings, Texas, 
indicates that birth records were not maintained at Giddings until 1903, 

The subject claims to have moved from Texas eight months after her birth 
when she went to live in Washington, D. C. After a short time in that city 
she travelled to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where she spent her youth, In 
1916 the subject moved to New York City, and has been a resident of that city 
for an intermittent period since that time, 


j _ In 1927 the subject claims to have married Dr. ALFRED 
JACKSON, who is now deceased, On June 25, 1940 the subject married RICHARD 


B. CROSSQUP, a white man, and has lived with him in New York City since that 
time, 


Education 


The files of the Work Projects Administration inéicate 
the following information concerning the subject's education and background; 


1915 - 1916 Harrisburg High School, Harrisburg, Pa. 

1918 Girls’ High School, Brooklyn, N, Y, 

1921 - 1922 Columbia Teachers College, New York, N, Y. 

1922 - 1924 Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y., graduated 1924 
September 1924 to June, 1925 Teacher at Howard University 
September 1925 to June 1926 Julien Academy, Paris, France 
September 1926 to June 1927 Teacher at Howard University 


' September 1927 to June 1928 Student at Barnes Foundation, 
Marion, Pa, 


| 


NY 100056529 
1928 = 1930 Teacher at State Agricaltural and Industrial School, 
Nashville, Tennessee; also a teacher in the 
Wade County Schools, Florida 
Employment. « 


The files of the Work Projects Administration indicate 
the following employment record of the subject: 


1930 Publicity agent - W, C. HANDY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
19301934 Part- tine work =- T. V. C. A. 
1935 Writers Project i n 20 


+ — 
of 


* 1935-June 1941 Art project - Work Projects Administration 


The subject is presently employed as Director of the 
George Washington Carver School and teacher at the Jefferson School Of 
Social Science, 


Residencea 


* 


In addition to having resided at Giddings, Texas, Washington, 
D 0. and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in her youth, BENNETT resided for a 
Short time in Paris, France, during 1928 and 1926. Herresidences in New 
York City were as follows: 


July 1936 to November 1937 .- 321 West 136th St., New York, N. Y, 
November 1937 to January 19, 1938 =- 250 West 154th St., New York, N, Y, 
January 19, 1938 to date = 2 West 120th St., New York, N. Y. 


The records of the Work Projects Wink etre dn, Division 
of Investigation, Pine and Nassau Streets, New York City, were examined 
by the reporting agent and the following information obtained: 


On June 19, 1941 the subject was investigated by the 
Work Projects Administration on the complaint that she had made a false 
statement in submitting an affidavit, M. P. A. Form 608, stating that she 
was not a Communist, The file also reflects a letter dated June 3, 1941, 


* Fi | b6 


b7C 
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fron[_ e . ˖ u Investigation, 
ee Administration, Washington, D, C,, to the effect that 
felt that the facts in the case warranted prosecution of the 
subject under Section 80, Title 18, United States Code, A summary of the 
material contained in this file indicates that the V. P. A. investigators | 
“/ were advised by a former member of the Communist Party, whose identity was 
sclosed, that the subject, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, had always been connected 


wi 


S W FORD, colored Communist Party Vice-Presidential candidate, and 
t in 1937 or 1938 she was on a committee of well-known Communists, the 
purpose of which was to defend Trotsky shootings in Russia, BENNETT was 
also a member of the Communist Party Publicity; Committee for New York District 
in 1936, 1937 and 1938, Her husband, RICHARDACROSSOUP, was a Commnist 
in 1935, and may still be one, 


the intellectual group of the*Commnist Party, and was a close friend 


This file reflects that 

— the subject of another F. F. I. case, stated ,when 

wn & picture o e subject, that she was known to him as RUTH GALE and 

in the Communist Party movement for some time, In 1934 and 1935 

pasa BENNETT was connected with a Communist Party paper in Harlem, 
name unknown, and was also identified with a Communist Party Club at that 
time, This V. P. A. file reflects that the subject was a delegate to the 
National Negro Congress in Philadelphia in 1937 from the American Artists 
Guild, 


on being interview 
advised Work Projects Administration investigator 
that GWENDOLYN BENNETT regularly read theNDAILY WORKER and 
that the subject was President of the Harlem Artists Guild during 1937 and 
1938. admitted accompanying BENNETT to the N ational Negro 
Congress in Philadelphia in 1937 and stated that while there BENNETT was 
very active and lobbied for the Young Communist League in order that ite 


members would be elected to office in the National o Congress, Among 
the Communists GWENDOLYN B obbied for — the. 
New York City Relief Bureau, of the Young Communist League, New 


York City, ö 


and Miss BENNETT returned to New York 


that the Young 


b6 
b7C 
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Communist Leage attended 150 strong and ranavay with the convention, She 
said the high light of the convention was the arrival at the convention 
of WILLIAM L. PATTERSON from Moscow, Russia, and that PATTERSON delivered 
a message from Moscow to the convention which thrilled BENNETT and other 
delegates, BENNETT ag le objections to Commnists attending 
the convention weresquashed by PATTERSON and other Commnists present, 


said she never saw the subj PATTERSON either in 
Philadelphia or New York City, and that never met hin, 
At the time of this interview in June, 1941, 
claimed that the Harlem Artists Guild, with which GWENDOLYN BENNETT 


was affiliated, and which is now defunct, 
several Communist 


at their respective homes and Communist Party activities were discussed, 
Those individuals who attended who were not Communist sympathizers were 
disgusted, The names of the non-Communist persons attending were not 

recorded, E : 3 


The records of the Work Projects Administration reflect 


The above mentioned individuals 
were the active Co sympathizers connected with the 
Art Project which the sich tent was affiliated with, 


This same file reflects that 


that Communist meetings were held in a room n the 
FEE that she often overheard Commni st matters 
being discussed, ect TT was in charge of this project and was 

cont: 1 ing in and out of these meetings while they were in orogress 


and GWENDOLYN BENNETT tried to put pressure on[ — — | 
to either join the Commnist Party or leave the Harlem project, rum | iJ 


At a party given in the honor at the home of — 
BENNETT attended with 


^ NY 100-56529 
7 


a. ]name[ .. I and end egg n 
"Better Russian n 
Te e 


an ne film movement", 
55 was interviewed by F. B. I. Investigator and could not 
scussion of a better Russian film movement, but he did recall 


that BENNETT suggested that a party be given for her friend, PAUL ROBESON, 
The party was never given, 


| — she coulà not say whether the subject 
was & Communist or not, but she dià know thet the subject was a Communist 


sympathizer, and that the Harlem Art Center was over-run with Communists and 
Commnist Party activities, She further stated that BENNETT was definitely 
partial to all Communist Party members, 


The Work Projects Administration file further reflec 
that the subject was chairman and sponsor of the Negro Playwrights Company, 


Inc,, which produced the Commnist play BIG WHITE FOG at the Lincoln Theatre 
in Harlem in 1940. The subject wae very-frténilj with RI CHARD-<WRI GH? and 


PAUL^ROBESON, The file also reflects that BENNETT campaigned in Pittsburgh 
. for JAMES FORD, colored Vice-Presidential candidate, during the elect 
of 1940. : - 


14 
and were interviewed 
by H. P. A. investigators regarding Yommunist activities of the subject, with 
negative results, bo: 


states that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was reputed to be a Communist, - 


& member-of the Communist Party Harlem —— — — " = m — ! 


Y 


U 
1938, when he resigned, stated that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was reputed to be a 
Communi st, : i 


former member of the Communist Party, 
1936, and member o Central Committee of the Young Communist League, 
testified before the Woodum Committee that the subject, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, 
attended a dinner given in honor of FORD; Communist Vice-Presidential candidate, 


&t which BENNETT to ROWDER and ROBERT-MINOR, 

elso steted that (e 7 whom GWENDOLYN BENNETT lobbied at the 
National Negro Congress, has bean a high-ranking Communist Party member 
since 1935, À ! 


ee no residence 


bs 
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given, who is affiliated with the NEW YORK asm 
believed GWENDOLYN BENNETT was-one of a group of negroes who went to Russia 
in 1931 or 1932 to make negro film, He was unable to state definitely 
whether BENNETT was a Communist, ; " 


mss the NEW YORK AMSTERDAM STAR NEWS, said GWENDOLYN BENNETT vas a 
ommunist Party sympathizer and that the play BIG WHITE FOG with which she 
was affiliated was definitely Conmnistic, i 


news correspondent residing at 
said that GWENDOLYN BENNETT is 
accepted in lem, associated with and sympathetic with activities which 
have been considered Communistic, 


i New York Age" employee, who 
has known BENNETT for ten'years, stated she has a reputation of bein 


— APT 
230 West 135th Street, New York City, à that she known BENNETT for 


years and that she is regarded as a Commm st. " 


— et tng HM YORE aos, 
230 West 135th Street, New York City, stated he heard rumors to the effect 


that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was a Communist and had been removed as a teacher 
at Howard University because of some scandal in which she beceme involved, 


The above-mentioned file reflects that a former member 
of the Communist Party advised W.P.A, investigators that GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
was a member of the Communist Party Publicity Committee for New York District 


in 1936, 1937 and part of 1938. 


Party ticket, ev 
sumam: is aleo a lose rien er. —.—Il wetter 


——ñ — 


NY 10056529 


for COLLIER'S Magazine, kn to be a Communist, who writes for the Party 
under the pen name of[ ] 


RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, the subject's husband, was a, 
member of the Communist Party in 1935, and is very friendly with CYRI IGGS, 
a staff member of the DAILY WORKER, A former Communist Party member advised 
V. P. A. agents that CROSSCUP has been seen in the Communist Party offices 


on 15th Street and at the Vorkers,Book Shop as recently as 1938, CROSSCUP 
ts a personal fried off 


The V. P. A. file reflects the following investigation 
was conducted by the Pittsburgh Branch of the Work Projects Administration: 


pi identified a picture of the subject as the person who spoke 
at a meeting of the Communist Party during the fall of 1939, This meeting 


was held at the Northside Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh, said that 
he read in the local DAILY WORKER that BENNETT again spok8 at a Communist 
Party meeting at the Northside Carnegie Library in November, 1940, 


" of the FREDIANI PRINTING 
COMPANY, 71 Elm Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, stated that during the electio 
of 1940 he printed 15,000 four-page leaflets for the Communist Party, which 
referred to a meeting at the Northside Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh on 
behalf of JAMES W, FORD, colored Communist, — printed a DAILY 
WORKER western Pennsylvania edition for the Communist Party, with the 
permission of the DAILY WORKER of New York, This was in 1940, 
was unable to furnish any literature regarding this meeting, or the Worker 
Edition that he published, ] 

The following investigation was conducted by the 
Work Projects Administration office of the Boston, Massachusetts area: 


Examination of the files of the Massachusetts State 
Department of Safety and the Boston City Police Department as of May 28, 
1941 failed to reveal any information concerning the activities of RICHARD 
B. CROSSCUP or GWENDOLYN BENNETT, The FBI records in the Boston Field Office 
were also checked with negative results, 


Information was revealed which alleged that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT was affiliated with a Communist organization in Boston known as the 
Greats Pacific Movement, 


NY 100-56529 


On April 26, 1941 subject GWENDOLYN BENNETT was requested 
to appear before the New York Work Projects Administration for questioning 
regarding her Communist Party affiliations, She advised the M. P. A. at that 
time that she would only appear under the following circumstances: 


l. If she was given a copy or the charges made 
against her, Y 3 


2. That all accusers be made to make their accusatione 
in person, 


3, That investigations of the case be confined to 
circumstances connected with the charges, 


4, Thatshe receive & transcript of the proceedings " 
of the interviewe relative to the case, b7C 

Her demands were denied but she was advised that she 

would be permitted to have her attorney present during the interview 

On June 4, 1941 the subject appeared with her . at 

the New York Office of the Work Projects Administration, Upon ‘being questioned 

the subject denied she was ever a member of the Commnist Party and that 

she had ever lobbied for the Young Communist League or any other Communist 

organization, She denied that she did publicity work for the Communist 

Party, or any Communist organization. She denied she was ever in Pittsburgh 

or had ever spoken on behalf of a Communist candidate or for a Communist 


A cause, deni ed ever having been connected with any committee for 
purpose of ng Russia or the sky shootings in Bu sia, She 
dem that she r wrote under ór that she e o Communist 


iterature. She denied she was friendly with RICHARD WRIGHT or JAMES W, 
FORB, negro Communist. She refused to answer when asked if she was present 
at a dinner given for FORD and sat at the speakers’ table with EARL BROWDER 
and ROBERT MINOR, She refused to answer when questions regarding her 
presence at the National Negro Congress Convention in Philadelphia were 
directed to her, or whether she had submitted a report regarding Communist 
Party activities at the Convention, BENNETT also refused to answer any 


questions as_to her interest in the Russian negro film 1 ORI" She 
refused to answer the question as to whether she read LY WORKER, 


The subject refused) to say whether she was present at a anaf in honor 
of an exile, She declared the National Negro Play- 
wrights Company, her name without permission, She also claimed 


her poems appeared in che DAILY WORKER without her consent. She stated she 
never saw WILLIAM PATTERSON, Commnist Party idate for Congress, but 
knew his wife, When asked if she knew LOUISEY THOMPSON, wife of WILLIAM 


apse > - 
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fexmmanson, she refused to say whether she knew her, The subject refused 
to answer the question "RICHARD CROSSCUP - is that your husband's original - 
name?! She refused to answer the question "Was your husbend s name RICHARD— 
..BEOE/CROSSCUP?" She refused to answer the question-"Does your husband live 
In New York City with you?" She claimed to have never pised any name but ^ 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, JACKSON, or CROSSCUP. She claimed to have never been in 
Russia at any time, ii. : j JE" 


of the Division of 
Investigation, Work Projects Administration, advised the reporting agent that 
Investigator handled the case of GWENDOLYN BENNETT and 
a better position to furnish additional information regarding her, peer 
was not available wt that time and will be contacted by the reporting agent 
at a later date, 
The files of the V. P. A, reflect that on December 13, 1941 

sistant Commissioner, Work Projects Administration, wrote 
to M. P. A. Administrator, New York City, clearing the 
subject's records of charges of Communism on the grounds of insufficient 
evidence, and making her eligible for reinstatement and further employment 
on V. P. A. projects. 


. The records of Special Squad No, 1, New York City / 
Police Department, 400 Broome Street, New York City, reflected that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT is a teacher of"Life and culture of the negro peoplé and "Art and j 
the People" at the School For Democracy, 13 Astor Place, New York City. Thi 
was on January 26, 1942, She was also Director of the Harlem Commnity 
Art Center, 125th Street and Lenox Avenue, New York City, In July end Angy, 
1943, the subject taught the summer school session of the School For Denon 
Her course was painting and drawing for amateurs. 


| 


. The file further reflects that the subject is r 
teaching Art, History and Appreciation at the Thomas Jefferson School o 
Social Science, The file reflects a newspaper clipping from the NEW YOK AGE 
dated January 10, 1942 in which GWENDOLYN BENNETT was cleared of char gf of 
subversive activity and reinstated on the Work Projects Administration, At 
the hearing Miss BENNETT was represented 3 Attorney for the 
Joint Committee To Def end V. P. A. WVorkers,. 
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The records of the Bureau of Criminal Identification, 9th 
floor, 400 Broome Street, New York City, were also checked but failed to 
reveal any information not previously reported. 


Lieutenant 6th Detective District, 229 West 
l23rà Street, New York City, advised the writer that the subject is believed 
to be a Communist and is married to one of his air raid warden C B, 
CROSSCUP, a teacher in his air raid warden school, Ñieutenant was 
unable to furnish any additional information concerning the subject other than 
the fact that she was Director of the George Washington Carver School. 


The Selective Service record of the subject's husband, 
RICHARD B. CROSSOUP, was checked at the Selective Service Board No, 55, 
307 Lenox Avenue, New York City. GROSSOUP'S serial number is 3246 and his 
order number is 2389. He was born in Boston, Massachusetts, July 24, 1905, 
and is presently employed by the Walden School, 1 West 88th Street, New T k 
City. He and his wife, GWENDO B TT, operate a summer camp at Port 
Murray, New Jersey, which is known as Camp iie gae CROSSCUP and his wife 
reside at 2 West 120th Street, New York City; In 1929 CROSSCUP left the 
country and was issued Passport No, 84756. His destination was not revealed, 
He has been placed in Class 1AH as of July 24, 1943 because of his age, 


f The Selective Servico file reflects a letter from RICHARD B, 
CROSSCUP to the Board dated April 20, 1942, in which he claims that his mother, 
LILLIAN n2 CROSSCUP, age-70 years, was living with him at that time, He also 
states that his wife, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was employed at $125, a month 
as a teacher in the School For Democracy, 18 Astor Place, New York City, 
CROSSOUP is Assistant Deputy Zone Warden, Precinct 28, Zone 1, New York City, 
He claims to have Been a teacher since 1933. He lists relatives as follows: 


Mother, LILLIAN A, CROSSCUP, 1085 Boylston St., Boston, Mass, 
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to the Bureau, was contacted regarding the subject and RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, 
He stated that he believed that both of them were active in Communist circles 
but that he would obtain additional information concerning their present ' 
Communist Party effiliations. 


A oonfidentiel Informani whose identity is also known 
to the Bureau, advised the writer that he own the subject for some time 
and that he believed her to be a member of the Communist Party. He expected 
to have close contacts with the subject some time in the future and hoped 
to be able to provide this office with additional information concerning her, 


A review of the file of the DAILY WORKER indicates numerous 
references to the subject, all of which have been covered in this report, 


A review of the files of this office itato i a newspaper 
article published in the New York WORLD TELEGRAM of November 16, 1943, 
which revealed the George Washington Carver School as a "Red negro ruse", 
A summary of the information in the article is as follows: 


A new people's institution named the George Washington 
Carver School has been organised in Harlem with strong Communist backing in 
& propaganda bid for interest among negroes, One of its directors and chief 
backers is BENJAMIN J “DAVIS, JÈ., Communist functionary, whose election to 
City Council th "TELEGRAM ,disclosed the week previous to instant article 
followed the Communist strategy of exploiting national, racial and religious 
feelings, At the opening of the institute, which is located at 57 West 125th 
Street, the DAILY WORKER, Communist Party organ, hailed the event as a major 
happening in Harlem, THe head of the school, Dr, VERGAN, is one of the 
country's foremost negro leaders of Communist causes, ‘and is president of the 
National Negro Congress. GWENDOLYN BENNETT, who recently resigned from 


" 


c -9l12-- 
— - 


N 


e e 


— e 


teaching &t the School For Democracy, has been appointed Director of the new 
school, According to the article, the school is recognized by the thinking 
people of Harlem as a Communist attempt to exploit CARVER, 


The files of this office further reflect that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT was a teacher of a course given at the School For Democracy, 13 Astor 
Place, New York City, in the winter term, Jamary to March, 1943, entitled 
"Life and Culture of the Negro People", The subject is also listed in the 
files of the New York Office as being a teacher at the summer School For 
Democracy at Arcadia, Fishkill, New York, This organization is cond cted 
by the School For Democracy, 13 Astor Place, New York City, 


The files reflect that the subject spoke at a cultural 
group meeting at the Edison Hall, 228 West 47th Street, New York City, on 
Sunday, December 4, 1943. The subject of this course was "Contributions Of 
The Negro To American Art And Culture", Dr, YERGAN served as chairman. The 
file also reflects an article taken from the PEOPLE'S VOICE of November 27, 
1943, concerning the George Washington Carver School, in which GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT, Director of the Carver School, stated "This is an educational 
institution which we are building to meet the needs of the people of Harlem, 
À carefully chosen curriculum committee from the Board of Directors will 
organize the educational program, changing and modifying the courses offered 
as our experience with the community dictates the need for change, The 
courses to be offered will be planned in keeping with the best educational 
principles at all times", 


A catalogue of the Jefferson School of Social Science, 
winter term 1944, reflects the following information regarding the subject: 


B.S. in Fine Arts, Columbia University, New York City. 
Fellowships at Academie Julien, Paris, France 

Barnes Foundation, Merion, Pennsylvania. 

Taught Art at Howard University 

Former Director of Harlem Community Art Center 
Director of George Washington Carver School 


7 


The original drectors of the George Washingto ‘Carver 
School are as follows: i 
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On Merch 10, 1944 a mail cover was placed on the subject | 
and RICHARD B. CROSSCUP at their residence, 2 West 120th Street, New Tork City. 
As yet no information has been received through this source, 


A copy of the subject's picture was obtained during the 
course of the investigation, and will be made a part of the 1A file ne instant 


case. 


The following description of GWENDOLYN BENNETT was 


obtained during the course of investigation: 


Date and place of birth: 


Ages 

Races - 
Complexion: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 

Color of hair: 
Color of eyes: 
Shape of facet 
Teeth: 

a a 


George Was! 
Mert tal status: 


Remarks? 


Giddings, Texas, Tem 8, 1902 


185 lbs, 

Heavy 

Black, cut short 

Brown 

Round 

White and even 

Artist, teacher, Director of 


ly wears rimless glasse 
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NEWARK FIELD DIVISION 


At Port Murray, N, Ja 


Will attempt to ascertain whether Camp Wo-Chi-Ca at Port Murray is 
& Communist Camp and will report any present activities on the part of 
the subject or her husband, ‘RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, in that area, 


STON FI IVISION 


Bosto 


W111 report any pertinent information concerning the subject's husband, 
RIOHARD B, CROSSOUP, which may be contained in divorce decree 16944, Probate 
Court, Massachusetts, 


‘Will, if possible, interview the former wife of CROSSCUP for any 
information concerning CROSSCUP or BENNETT, 


' Will obtain any information as to CROSSCUP'S affiliations at Boston 
mad cee where he réceived an M.A, Degree in 1940, 


roga the” FIREN info The 88 dpa contatned in the files of the Boston Office 
g Satie . 


Will obtain any information as to CROSSCUP'S Communist affiliations at 
Harvard University, where he was gradusted with an A.B. Degree in 1927, 


Will contact the proper authorities at Cambridge School for any information 
concerning RICHARD CROSSCUP, who is believed to have been a teacher at that 
school for about eight years, ' i AE. 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION i , ] 1 i EE 
' At Now York, N. Y, - l 


Will contact| | Work Projects Administration Investigator, 
Sub-Treasury Building, third floor, Pine and Nassau Streets, who handled the 
investigation of the subject, and obtain any additional information ae 
her Communist activities, 


E 


NY 100-56529 
Will recontact confidential informants of the New York Office 
in an attempt to ascertain the present activities of the subject and her 


husband, 
Will continue additional investigation in the New York area 
ons and activities, 
the mail cover placed on the subject: 


concerning the subject's Communist Party 
Will report the results 
West 120th Street, New York City, 


and her husbanà at their residence, 


NY 100-56529 


The Confidential Inf ormants referred to in the report 


of Special Agent 
are identified as follows: 


CONFIDENTI 


INFO. 


dated at New York, N, Y, March 23, 1944 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
New York, New York 


JJM:EGF April 21, 1944 
100-56529 


Director, FBI 
e 
Re: GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


pear Sir: 


À photograph of the above captioned subject, GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT, obtained by this office, is being forwarded to the Dureau 
as an enclosure. The picture in question is for inclusion in the 
subject's case file at the Bureau. 


Additional copies of the photograph are being 
retained in the proper case file in this office. 


Very truly yours, 


PE 


E. E. CONROY 


SAC 
Enc. 
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Uay 5, 1944 
190-293468 A 


Special Agent in Charge 
New York, iw York 


` RE SECURITY MATTER 


Dear Sır 


Please be advised that a security index card has been 
prepared at the Bureau, captioned as follows 


ILT, G. IOI II Mile ROST CCI 

with aliases 
‘Mrs. Gwendolyn Bennett Crosscup 
Mro. Giendolyn Dennett Jackson T 
Mra. Albert Jackson ncLASSiPIEp BI J. 
Ruth Cale l j S 1 
YT ^ ON 

2 Test 120th St., 


New York, New York (Ros.) 


George Washington Carver Sohool 
57 We 125th 5t., 
New York, How York (Buo.) Ü 


The above caption should be checked immediately for accuracy 
against the information contained in your files, and the Bureau should. 
be informed of any discrepancies You will prepare without delay a 
i 5" x 8" whıte card captıoned as above and reflectıng your ınvestıgatıve 
case file number for filing in your Confidential Security Index Card File 
In the event the above caption 1s not correct, the card you prepare shoula: 
be correctly captioned, and the Bureau should be informed of the correct 


tease n3 DEPARTIR Q' "a5 


3 Gardy, LN p — 


caption 
The caption of the card prepared and filed in your Office 
Tolson must be kept current at all times and the Bureau immediately advised of 
Gem ^ — any-changes-made ther in in that connection 
515 — „1% SEGTION 
on MAIL 34 Very truly yours, n L 
Rosen — 1. x A 
M TA „ E Q^ P d 
0 = 1 rz L 
as QUO i T N. . 
Menton ^ I F V4 / 
mf or 4 j ) ^ so li / R 
ee eim durant n a „„. Ma 4 J an jer oe 
eat * j 
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John Edgar Hoover 2 (0n 
— Director U 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK k FILE NO 100-148 16 md 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR | REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


BOSTON, MASS. 5/ 30/44 5/8 ,9,12,20/ — 
i E orc 
ia Dol BES ETT with aliases 88 


Gwendolyn Bennet S rosscup, Mrs» Alfred Jackson, INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
Gwendolyn Bennett? Jackson, Rut’ Gale 


i 7 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS Richard Sect ess was married June 16, 1930 and granted 
a divorce decree “ay 29, 1936 charged with cruel and abusive 
à . e I hil £e e 
Crosscup was 
sò born July 24, 1905 at Yorchester, Massachusetts, graduated 
from Harvard University cum laude in 1927 receiving an AB 
degree and Boston University School of “ducation, Summer 
sessions, 1940 cun laude. In 1931 he worked as a janitor 
for the church and bank receiving $40 per month until hired 
by of Boston University to work for ham 
ersonally on research work and writing at $60 per month, 
— ren & tutoring job for Crosscup, paying him 
90 per month, In 1934 secured a position for 
Crosscup with 
of the C U; chool at Weston, Massachusetts, in 
charge of programe Crosscup was actıve ın the 
Trade Union “ovement as a member of a teachers! union and 
«C. erved as a delegate to the boston Central labor Union, 
A p tate "ederetion of Labor Convention Crosscup is described 
OD K N 


e as very andependent, has has own opinion of things and wh 
Se" oy express them regardless of to whom he may be talking, haa 
VE N his own philosophy .on life to the extent of sharing his wife 
S PON and marrying a colored woman. Informants have HO Er Sapa 
Wap Nd that he was connected with * Party tlirs a. 
NS All the ideas he had on life were his own based on information 
z receivede It was deemed impractical to interview Yrosscup's 
former wifes No information concerning subject in Boston 
OPIES DESTROYED file, © i 
R130 JAN 25 19617), : R U C- „ ( 
; 7 h 9 AM ^ 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 


SPECIAL AGENT j 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN THES! ACES 


i AL E yc M 4. 2 EECONDRD 
COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
`  @Bureau . GOPY IN FIL "OE INDEXED 
2 New York pe JUNG 1944 ecu ue 
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REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent| sd dated New York, 
Warch 23, 1944 
DETAILS: The subject Gwendolyn Bennett with aliases is being considered ' 


a key figure in the “ew York Field Diwsion. 


The writer checked the records of the “essachusetts Probate Court, Pemberton 
Square, Boston, Massachusetts, and reviewed the divorce decree #16944, involving 


and Richard Beck “rosseup. According to the 
record, the couple was manried June 16, 1930 gud [flea for & 
divorce against Richard B. Crosscup for cruel and abusive treatment March 16, 


1936. he final decree Quas granted say 29, 1936. The divorce was uncontested 


by the husband Richar osscu Ih i e ng ] 
Ihe attorney for the 
libelant was 


The writer reviewed the subject's record at the registrar'r office at Harvard 
University, Cambridge, and ascertained that he was born July 24, 1905 at 
Dorchester, Massachusetts, his father's pame being Louis Édwi Crosscup and 
his mother's name being lillian Campbell-€Tosscup. He graduated from Quincy 
High ®chool and Thayer Academy where he dompleted four years undergraduate 
literary work. He graduated from Harvard College in 1927 magna cum laude, 


A review of the Yrofessors and advisers was made by the writer and upon 
inquiry of was advised that his adviser is deceased 
and there is no one presently teaching at the college who would know the l 
subjecte 


She referred the writer to the Decennial Report for 1937 which would be the 
subyect's own account of his activity for ten years following his graduation 
from Harvard. The report was reviewed by the writer and it vas found that 
the subject had the following to say: 


Occupation - teacher, Cambridge "chool, Kendall Green, Massachusetts 
Married - June 1930, divorced 
Children - Martha, born 6/13/31 


The report continues: "During the fall and winter of 1930 I dug clams fora 
living in haine. In the spring and summer of 1931 I did statistical work for 
an investment counselor and was also engaged in tutoring. I took a partner- 
ship in a school but the school failed. tn the fall of 1931 and also of 1934 

I worked as janitor of a church and of a banke ince 1934 1 have been in 
charge of the remedial program of the Cambridge 9chool, Kendall Green, Massa- 
chusetts. I received my training at Boston University School of bducation, 

I am presently active in a local trade union movement as a member of a teachers“ 


2 


= 


i ~ 4 
unione I served as delegate to the Poston Central Labor Union, State 
Federation af Labor and I am on the editorial staff of the American Teacher, 
the official magazine of the ^merican Federation of Leacherse 

The writer reviewed the subject's file at Boston University School of Éducation 
and ascertained that the subject first entered Boston University in 1933, and 


attended the summer classes off and on and finall raduated August 10, 1940 
receivi an M. E, degree cum laude, 


The writer interviewed who advised that he was very well 
acquaintained with the subject, stated that he met the subject 
for the first time when he filed an application for entrance to the school of 


education. — stated that he had the necessary qualifications to 
enter the school but was lacking in fundse According to Crosscup 
was very careless about his dress and at the first meeting wth 


Crosscup was badly in need of a haircut, had a soiled shirt, no tie and made 


a very poor impression. At that time Cro working as janitor ina 
church and a bank receiving $40 a month. E that he talked to 


Crosscup and told him_he had the ability to write for magazines but Crosscup 
was not interestede advised the writer that in viewing his record 


he knew the subject was cle ore hired him personally to do work 
for him and write articlese paid Crosscup #60 per monthe 


During his enpI enn secured a_tutoring job for the subject, 
paying him $90 per monthe As explained by Crosscup was up in the 
big money now, something that he was not interested in and so Crosscup hired 


ent to prepare his tutoring work for him, paying him for hi Orke 
stated that Crosscup wrote many fine articles 5 5] 


later sold for a consıderable sume 


ible for securing a position with — — ^ ^1] 
of the "ambridge Upper School, Weston, Massachusetts, 
or "rosscup. 


D 


La Dee that Crosscup was very polite and a likable chap but had 


a very way of looking at life. For example, came from a 
very low type family and the subject feeling sorry for the giri married 

her, and ime he hinself not being in a position to support two 
people. was artistically inclined and becaming dis- 
satisfied after their marriage decided to go to New ‘ork to secure employment 
as an artist. She s "ew t or one year, returning to Crosscup with 
& man by the name of on the WA». Crosscup accepted 
the two into his home and t d together until the arrival of the 
second child. According to this was the cause of tne divorce. 
The attitude adopted by Crosscup was if she prefers over me I will 
divorce her, thıs was agreed upon by and Crosscup and 
accordingly) Jarvorcea Crosscup, the same being uncontested and later 
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said Crosscup is a very convincing speaker and after listening to 
him on his ideas of life one will wonder who is crazy Crosscup or tne listenem 


[C þtatea it is hi ng that Crosscup is now married to a negress 
which does not surprise knowing Crosscup as he does. 


According to. ]eresseup had no connection with the Communist Farty 
in this area, however, he admits that "rosscup's philosophy is the same as 


that practiced by the Communist Party but they are strictly his own ideas. 
He believed in organized labor and was one of the members of the American 
Federation of Teachers in thi te About 1935 he tried to interest 


in joining the union refused and no 
statea that had 
rosscup and talked on a very highly intellectua 


brought by Crosscupe 
level but maintained a very low levele, 


the same idea on life as 


stated that 1n view of the fact that.. Is of the same type 
as crosscup ne is very doubtfui whether anything would be gained = — to 


her as it would not surprise him if Crosscup should return and 


dee e ene ee e d 
Üambridge Upper School, Weston, Massachusetts, who advised that the subject 


, 
became employed at his school as head of the Remedial program from September 
1935 to June 1940, five school yearse He described "rosscup as "a very 
independent cuss," very intellectual and a man who has the idea that the world 
is against hime He explained this by stating that Cros scup's father was a 
well-to-do man but lost his money and consequently Crosscup had to struggle 
to secure his education and figured that the world was against him all the 
way. e was interested in a teachers’ union and active in the Teachers'Union 


located in Boston, Massachusetts, but never attempted to recruit any other 
teachers at the school. 


If he wanted to talk abou Crosscup would express his ideas regardless 
of who may be listeninge stated that Cross cups economic ideas 


were on the Communist angle but he was not known to have any party affiliations. 


stated that Crosscup was very honest, had his own opinions 
and expressed them. ' 


aaa h the same idea of the subject's philosophy of life as 
that expressed by 

— but had very 
little respect for lved so to speak in the clouds, 
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stated that 
left his employment with him of his own accord and the circumstances surrounding 
his leaving are an interesting point, 


stated that at the conclusion of the school year the facult; 
produces & play for the benefit of the children in which all the faculty ts 
parte Crosscup wrote the play that was produced by the faculty one year and 
it was a very splendid job. About the same time Crosscup became acquainted 
with a young musian and based on the success Crosscup had in writing ‘the 
school play he had the idea that he would become a success in writing i 
musical canadien and accordingly the young musoian and Crosscup went to New \ "i 


York to crash Broadwaye wh "P V ET 


en ee that Crosscup was smart enough to realize that he would 
/ ve to maintain himself while in New York and secured a position as teacher 
d at the Walden School in New York City as a grade school teacher. He taught 

the seventh or eighth cradee His only reason for accepting this position wes 


for living expenses while he was making preparations to crash Broadway. 


shared the thoughts of in connection h. ] 
ideas of life that it 
wou @ just as we o ta o Crosscup himself. 


stated that Crosscup had 


Based on the information received f j 
| w&s deemed impractical to interview 


À check of the indices of the Boston office fails to reveal any information 
concerning the subject Gwendolyn Bennett, 


e 


No record was contained in the Boston indices on James pfeiffer. 


&REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO4TER OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
AT WEW YORK, NEW YORK 


Will contact the proper authorities at the Walden School, New York City for 
any further information concerning Richard Crosscup's activities while teach- 
ing at this schoole 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT 


Lee ̃ the report of Special Agent[ __hatea 
at Boston, Massachusetts, December 17, 1941 entitled American Youth Congress, 


pages six and one hundred thirtye 


-REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN- 


8 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


THis cast ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK i í Fieno 100-27217 EWW 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


wn -n (| hene — 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT, WAS. | INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 


known only by name, with go knowledge of sub- 
jeot's husband, RICHARD Bs, CROSSCUP. Subject 
not known to be manager of Camp WoeChi-Ca. 
Camp Wo-Chi-Ca described &s & Commu oamp. 
confidential Informant advisess*DAILY _ 
WORKER" addresse ` 
summer periods. 

lieved to be 


p SYNOPSIS OF FACTS — Investigation at Port Murray reveals subjeot 


Chi-Ca. Information determined from State 
Police to the effect that Camp Wo-Chi-Ca 
"M located in Lebanon Township, Hunterdon County, 
dx Ac 52 mail address R. D. 1, Port Murray, New Jersey. 
ae. ME". 


s wt cv Mese 


(m 


RU M PU CONTA SEH 
b 1S UNBUACSIRED 
ETA s lac. n. 4 N 


Report of 8a... Jaa ted 3-23-11 


at New York, New York. 


. Information determined from Confidential Informant 
s to the effect that Camp Wo-Chi-Ca is loc at R. F. D. 1, 
Murray, New Jersey. Confidential Informant advised 
that he was not familiar with the subject of instant case, ex- 
cept that he did reéall[__ having come addressed to a party 
by the name of BENNETT. As far as he could ascertain and re- ud 
call, the name of RICHARD B. CROSSCUP was unfamiliar. 


APPROVED AND : : SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
1 


INDEXED (b 

8 M 

2 - Newark- way O COOR Lir 
e WEE € V Au 
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NK 100-27217 ` ] i á 
advised that this camp opens approximately around June 1 
of each year and that its activities cease about Labor Day. He further 


Confidential Tnformant [. ]eàvisea that he had heard very little 
about Camp Wo-Chi-Ca, inasmuch as it was located approximately ten miles 
from Port Murray, and that the shopping centers of Washington, New Jersey 
and Haokettstown, New Jersey would obviate the necessity of having the 
people use Port Murray as a business town. . He did recall one incident, 
ho iver whose name he did not know stopped at 
the and asked him what kind of camp it was. When 
the truck driver was asked the reagon for this, he stated he had e desire 
to place his son in a summer camp, and that upon investigation of Camp 
Wo-Chi-Ca, he found that it was "a damn Communist camp." - 

The New Jersey.State Police Sub-station located at Washington, 
New Jersey was contacted by the ‘reporting agent for information relative 
to Camp Wo-Chi-Ca. They advised that under date of October 2, 191, an 
investigation had been conducted by them concerning-the camp. The follow- 
ing is substantially the information obtained by their investigation. 


Camp Wo-Chi-Ca is also known as Pleasant Grove Acres a 
situated on the Califon-Pleasant Grove Road in Lebanon Township 
County, R.D. 1, Port Murray, New Jersey. A contact with farmer 


rding address 
Information was 


obtained from Tax Collector of Lebanon Township to the effect that taxes 
mie sem re ia by 2127272200 M 


1 


- The following men are listed as camp directors: 


-2- ‘ = 


— Í : b7C 
NK 100-27217 : è : 


£ Two other individuals connected with the camp by the name of 
and were mentioned in the investigation, but 
addresses were not obtained. Nowhere in connection with the investigation 
of the camp did the name of the subject or RICHARD B. CROSSCUP arise, 
They are not known in the vicinity. . 
Inasmuch as Camp Wo-Chi-Ca is not being operated at the present 
time and inasmuch as no further background information is available con- 
cerning the subject and persons mentioned in this report, this case is 
being considered referred upon completion to the office of origin. In 
the event it is desired that a further check be made at a later date during 
the time of operation of Camp Wo-Chi-Ca, the Newark Field Division will 
conduct such investigation upon receipt of information from the New York 
Field Division. j 


r ` ? 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
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A copy of this report is being designated for the Boston Field 
Division for their information in conduoting investigation within that 
territory. i 
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Form No 1 i 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


REPORT MADE AT - DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR: : REPORT MADE BY s 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK afee/l | 519,26; 7/20 p ecd 


TITLE ^ 16 CHARACTER OF CABE 


aie Dada: with aliases 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 auc bauw/cpby/kj INTERNAL SECURITY-C 
OW 03-07-2007 : 


' 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS 


advised that subject 
was a member of the Communist Party and that about 
1939 she attended a 
Kingston, New York, 


Subject's activities at present con- 


y in directing the affairs of the GEORGE 
WASHINGTON CAR 


is 
the director. advised 


that.at the present time the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 
SCHOOL does not appear to be very active and may be 

aif poor financial condition. on May 21, 19h), the 

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL held "I AM AN AMERI- Cy 
CAN DAY" program in Harlem; about 12,000 people at- g 
tended; approximately $900 collectéd, and the Rev- 


erend CLAYTON POWELL, Jr. tt 
"THE RACES OF MANKIND”, MAX YERGAN and i 


SEA TEN Spoke, EU. 


"Lum 


Bureau File 100-293/,668. 
Report of Special Agent dated - 
March 23, 19h), at New. York. 7 pcm 

. i v N 
DETAILS: AD NEW YORK CITY, i Fr ee 

vt we 1 TÉLSANT 25 

LOPIES DESTROYER Thirty-day^mail cover placed on subject and her hus- 
; 25 196] band RICHARD B,XCROSSCUP at their Xesidence,s2 West ^. : 
81380 JAN 120 Street, failed to produce any information of value. 


SPECIAL AGENT l 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


‘ ; 
DEFI RECORDED & IND 
YOG- EA Pd 32 


— " 
Eus : 2 Er 


^4 f E 2 i 5 I — 
ket NINA f ri 
AV UNERA 


U 8 GOVBANMENT 2NINTING OFTIOR 7—2034 
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Confidential, Inform 
ene ale . she was definitely a member of the 
ommunis . He state at he distinctly remembers seeing the sub- 
wh o attended a rom sch located near Kingst 


was located on a farm near Kingston and was the gathering place for the 
intellectuals of the Communist Party. 


Confidential, Informant[ ^ [wes not sure but believed 
a BENNETT sock enone to Moscow ne a summer vacation around 
Accor to the ect is als ra 


b2 
b7D 


M 100-56529 


& meeting of the 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL on Sunday afternoon, May 21 at 3:00 
o'clock at the Golden Gate Ballroom, ll2nd Street and Lenox Avenue. Tne 
affair was a FOLK FESTIVAL celebrating I AM AN AMERICAN'DAY. The pro- 
gram obtained by the informant is set out below; 


" THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
of the 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER S CHO Ol. 


cordially “invites you to attend a 
FOLK FESTIVAL 
celebrating 
I AM AN AMERICAN DAY 
on 


Sunday, Afternoon, May Twenty-First 
&t three o'clock 


E 


at the 


p 


GOLDEN, GATB BALLROOM 
Und Street and Lenox Ave., 


New York 
Reserved Seats: $2.00, %1.20 
General Admission: 60 cents 
T Tax included on all tickets. 
\ i 1 
PAGE 2 


"In time of war the songs of the people rally the spirits of 
those who fight against Fascism for a free world. In time of 
peace the songs nd dances of the different nations are the 


à — 
(pcs ee 
T E 


NY 100-56529 M 


Wy LEIE 
E Si U aum. 
"warp and woof around whıch the people's culture ıs woven and 

made strong. Mindful of this, the George Washington Carver 

School takes this opportunity, through their songs and dances, 

to pay tribute to the Allied Nations and the oppressed peoples 

of the earth who are giving their lives today that we may lave 

in a better world. Any patriotic celebration of the American 

people must take into consideration the varied streams of cul- 

ture that have flowed into our Nation. Any concept of peace 

must take note of the need for cooperation among all peoples, 

here and abroad. The future of our Nation will be secure only 

through the full participation of all its people--Negro and white, 

Jew and Gentile, Protestant and Catholic, native and foreign-born. 


"The foremost leaders of the Allied Nations have declared their 
intention to fight in unison for the elimination of Fascism 
from the face of the earth and to work in unified cooperation 
for a lasting peace. Here at home such unison and cooperation 
must be the core of our war effort and the unqualified goal of 
our peace. Unity is the precept around which our American 
ideals were built and must be maintained. It is in this spirit 
that we celebrate I Am An American Day by presenting a folk 
festival around the theme;  'UNITED, WE MARCH FORWARD AS ONE 


NATION)!" 
PAGE 3 
"PROGRAM b6 
BYE 
))) ˙ 
NATIONAL ANTHEM 
GROUP SINGERS: 
Hall Johnson Choir, Finnish Women's Choir, Chinese People's Chorus 

SOLOISTS; i i i 

South Amerıcan Folk. Songs 

Czechoslovakian Folk Songs 

e Czecho= 


NY 100-56529° 


! . Flamenco Songs 
Russian Songs 
Soloist with Chinese 
People's Chorus 


DANCERS | ' , 
me Negro Speaks of 


Rivers í 
Poem by Langston Hughe 
Music by 
Recitation b 


[ior the Martha Graham 
: f , Harmonica Breakdown 
Haitian Dance 
— bos Cafe Society Uptown 


b6 
b7C 
Boogie-Woogie Pianist 
All-Star uartette; i 
from Cafe Society Uptown 
from The Three Deuces 
with the Kirby Orchestra 
SPEAKERS: 
of Public Affairs, 
panphlet--"The Race of Mank ind“ Race and Nationality 
Dr. Max Yergan, Council on African Affairs The George Washington 
f ' Carver School 
Rev. A. Claytom Powell, Jr. Developing the Thinking 
i Citizen j 
— | Art end the People 
CHAIRMAN; : 


Gwendolyn Bennett, Director of the George Washington Carver School i 


— report concerning the above-mentioned celebra- 
tion is as follows": ^ i 


5 


NY 100-56529 


"TIME; U PeMe ~ CLOSED: ^ 6:30 P. M. 


ATTENDANCE: Approximately 1900. Most 
of which were the intelligencia, 
Inter Racial groups and service- 
2 men in uniform, | B5 
b7C 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES - GWENDOLYN BENNETT, ' ‘ 
Director of George Washington Carver School. 


ered by dhe! 
The National Anthem was gung. 
Hall Johnson Choir Seng. Solos were sung b and 
a Czechoslovakian. Quartette from e So- 
ciety Uptown offered a couple of numbers, 


SPEAKERS 


Joe Publie Affair pamphlet 


"THE RACES OF MANKIND’, said that all men given the same training and 
opportunities were equal. She endorsed the George Washington Carver 
School; said 1t was a credit to the Negroes of this community and was 
deserving of the support of all races. 


"DR. MAX YERGAN, Council of African Affairs, end Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the George Washington Carver School, wel- 
comed the groups and told of the progress ‘of the school which was en- 
couraging and asked for continued support by people of Harlem. 


"CANADA LEE was introduced at this time. He read a letter 
from one of his buddies who is with the Armed Forces in the South Pacific 
indicating that a good kind of Democracy that was being practiced among 


the soldiers in that area. LEE ended his talk by singing ‘MY COUNTRY TIS 
OF THER', . 


— 


"A CLAYTON POWELL - Brought the house down with a , 
"WHY A SEPARATE CELEBRATION IN HARLEM ON I AM AN AMERICAN DAY.’ POWELL / 
stated a day of National celebration should be made on the days wen 
GOVERNOR TALMADGE of Georgia and MARTIN DIES of Texas are burned. POWELL 
stated that we should fight until every minority ‘group in this country 


was &ccorded full democratic treatment.  GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL 


y 


4) d 


G f NP 
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"was dedicated to the full Democratic principles of all peoples and Guida 
receive everyone's support. 


At this point he appealed for funds for the school and 
started with & check for $50.00 himself. The total amount collected was 
approximately $900. 


z 


' ' 
2 


Work Projects Administration, Sub-Treasury 
Building, Pine and Nassau Streets, New York City, was interviewed by the 
writer in regard to additional information regarding the activities of the 
subject. He advised that he was unable to furnish any.additional informa- 
tion not previously reported but that he felt any one of the following 


individuals might be of sesenta in obtaining information concerning 
her; 


Additional investigation conducted in the vicinity of 
57 West 125th Street, where the GEORGE WASHINGT lo- 
cated, and 2 West 120th Street by Special Agent and 
the reporting agent, indicates that RICHARD B. CROSS husband of the 
Subject, is at the present time engaged in Camp activifies outside of 
New York City. 


The subject GWENDOLYN BENNETT appears to be engaged 
solely in aivasiine the activities of the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 
SCHOOL. 


,-PENDING- en 
U 


T 


NY 100-56529 
UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION; 


At New York City, N. Y. - Will endeavor 
to obtain handwriting specimens of the subject and will 
report all canmunist activities concerning ‘the subject 


and the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL, with which she 
is affiliated. 
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` CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS  ,, « T bee d 
v J — 0 2 l 


* ue 
4: * ; The Confidential Informants mentioned in the 
U ; ‘> "+ report of Special Agent. dated August 22, 
‘419i, at New York, New York e as follows: 


^A 
X 


ey 


a b2 
(Qu) hose identity is known to - bE 
a the Bureau. ; uii: b7C 


. b7D 
L whose identity ıs known to 
e Bureau. 


/ 
AZ 


4, 
STANDARD FORM NO 64 a a 
J 


dis 


7 M 
Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI - DATE November 18, 1944 
S^C, New York 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
(Bureau File Noe 100-293468) ` 


Information received by this office indicates that 
the Subject's entire time and effort appears to be centered around 
the George Vashington Carver School, Negro Communist front or- 
genisation located at 57 West 125th Street, New York City. The 
Subject is the Director of the &bove-mentioned school. 


Informants of this office state t the Subject at ^ ta 
in Z . y C A 3 


the present time appears to have little if any act 
general Communist Party affairs. ^ / / 


[ /{ Yor, MI 
In view of (he above information, | bject's || i 4 
case is being placed in a pending inactive status at his ze P 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THis CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


REPOR1 MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


NEY YORK, NEW YORK 


HICH MADE REPORT MADE BY — 
JEB 22 750 55783351020 — 
TITLE ^ 


14 26/7 2 
GUENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
19/45 INTERNAL SECURITY - C Aye 
a p d / 7, 
Y 2 l Se ) b h 
* _gYNopsis OF FACTS Major portion of subject's activity confined Ia 
y to the GEORGE JASHINGTOK Fan SCHOOL of which 
she is the Director, BENNETT also teaches at b2 
—\ JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE, alleged b6 
EP" ‘Communist dominated organization located at 575 b7C 
ais 6th Avonve, NYC, b7D 
" : " Per 
| | pave Bureau File 100-293468, 
| | REFERENCE? 


Report of Special Agent 
* 1944 at New York, New Y 


dated August WR Jab- 


f BY 6 
11. F. y M s 
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‘A review of the 1944 catalogue of the JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL 
SCIENCE indicates that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was an instructor in "Art, History, 
and Appreciation," 


alleged Communist dominated organization 
The JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE,/575 Sixth Avenue, New York 


City, was contacted by the reporting agent under suitable pretext and the 
following information obtained: 


evenings. The first class is: from 7:10 to 8:40 P. V, and is tled, 
"Art, History, and Appreciation of the Late Renaissance, The second class / 


staff of the above mentioned school and is teaching two classes 1 
18 from 8:50 to 10:20 P. M, and is on modern arts \ 


2 


b6 
b7C 
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iU) 


iU) 


The following infa mation was newspaper comment ea ie: the 
subject and her activities: 


The "Peoples Voice", negro Communist newspaper in TM of September 
23, 1944 contained a picture of the subject togethe th background information 
which has been previously furnished to the Bureau, : 
ly Worker" in issue of December 9, 1944 contained an 
article concerning the course "The Negro and the Nation" given jointly by 
the JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE, the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL, and 
ice", The article stated that the outstanding lecturers included 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, and ALPHABUSTHONTON N (known Communists)» 


-8- 


CONF FDEN): T^ 


LS. 


ae 


CONSIDER. 


"The New York Amsterdam News" Negro newspaper, in issue of 
January 20, 1945 stated that a meeting took place at the Schomberg Collection, 
135 Public Library on January 14, 1945, at which time Doctor REDDICK, 
Curator of the Schomberg Collection and GWENDOLYN BENNETT spoke regarding 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER, "e Sune ce of Miss BENNETT'S talk was the 
meaning of the life of ber CARVER as related to the general education 
of Negroes in America, 


NY 100-56529 


The "Peoples Voice" in issuecof January 27 s 1945, contained a 
píctüre of the subject, together with the following individuals: 


"The New York Amsterdam News" of February 10, 1945 in the column 
entitled, "Labor Forum" stated: 


"The George Washington Carver School aims not only to help 
working people understand better the world they live in; it also seeks 
to keep alive the life and work of Dr, Carver as a source of inspiration 
to others who face, as he did, adversity and lack of opportunity. Whereas 
the People's College is an outgrowth of the schools and colleges in 
Atlanta, the Carver School is in a sense an outgrowth of the labor move- 
ment in New York, According to the Director of the Carver School, 
Gwendolyn Bennett, nationally known poet and author, almost half of the 
Students attending the school since it was organised in October, 1943, 
have been members of trade unions, Some fifteen CIO and AFL unions were 
represented in the student body of 358 last term," 


The "New York Age" Negro newspaper in issue of February 10, 
1945, contained an article that the BEN DAVIS CLUB would hold a weeks 
celebration in honor of Negro History Week, The article went on to say: 


"The Ben Davis Club (named for Councilman Davis) of the CPA has 
arranged programs during Negro History Week at its headquarters, 2315 
Seventh Avenue, Sunday, February llth, at 4 p.m, at the club, a forum 
will be held at which time Councilman Benjamin Jẹ Davis, Jre and Miss 
Gwendolyn Bennett, director of the George Washington Carver School of Harlem 
will be guest speakers, also entertainment," 


m Q is ' GON CNTR 


C : Li 
NY 100-56529 
The "Pittsburgh Courier", Negro newspaper, in issue of February 
17, 1945 indicates that GWENDOLYN BENNETT, Director of the GEORGE WASHINGTON 


CARVER SCHOOL, participated in a forum ín connection with Negro History 
Week, the forum taking place at N. M. U. Recreation Halls 


" 


-PENDING =- 


— 10 


J m i 


CoOOg»c 
Om iS 
— 

mi 
(es) 
> 
Z. 
P 
O 


J 
wo 
$0 
zo 
> 
r. 
2 
[e] 
— 


Dear Requester: 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


May 4, 2007 l y 


Subject: BENNETT, GWENDOLYN 


FOIPA No. 1063112- 000 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was: 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 


below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 


E(b)(1) 
E(b)(2) 
O(b)(3) 


O(b)(4) 
)) 
0b) (s) 


Section 552a 


D(b)(7)(A) D(d)(5) 
C(b)(7)(B) o(j)(2) l 
&(b)(7)(C) o(k)(1) 
E (b)(7)(D) O(k)(2) 
O(b)(7)(E) O(k)(3) 
O(b)(7)(F) nh 
O(b)(8) ) 
O(b)(9) D(k)(6) 
0 


115 page(s) were reviewed and 107 page(s) are being released. 


D Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 


D referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 


D referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 


& You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 

writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425 

New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 

date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information 
Appeal" or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 


may be easily identified. 


O The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 


If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


Pda 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


To minimize cost to both you and the FBI, extra file copies of the same document were not processed. 


(b)(1) 


(b)(2) 


(b)(3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)5) 


(b)(6) 
(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)(9) 


(d)(5) 


6002 


(90) 


(k)(2) 


KG) 


(k)(4) 


(196) 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 
crime or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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— FEDERAL WORKS AGENC. --— 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 


1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW 
WASHINGTON, D C 


— ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 


MMISSIONER OF WORK PROJECTS 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 03-07-2007 BY 60324 auc baw/cpb/kj 


June 24, 1941 


Reference: 14 
5-NY-3717 * 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director T 
Federal Bureau of Investigation i 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


85 E" — 3* | t 
Dear Mr. Hoover 3 ui Pd isl p Mind m— 
T7 0 


. 
There is enclosed herewith a copy of the report of 
an investigation made by.this Division of a complaint which 


Bennett mide a false statement in 


your Bureau for your information and files. 


Very truly yours, 


Enclosure 
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S Me 
. „ BE 


DN 03-07-2007 
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Form No 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT NEW YORK, NEW YORK M \ r NY FIENO. 100.56529 MVW 


REPORT MADE AT „ DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
1 l ar WHICH MADE 
NEW YORK, N. Yay E ; 
TITLE C S 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases; ¢ 
Gwendolyn Bennett Cross cup, Mrs, Alfred Jackbqn, 
V Gwendolyn Bennett Jackson, Rutir\Gale 
Ys 


= 


| | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS din ject GWENDOLYN. BENNETT, di dpi. claims to have been born 
"p 3^ ati Giddings, Texas, 7/8/02, ` and was raised in Washington, D. 0. 
ane — Harrisburg’, Pa. In 1916 8 came to NYC and has been 

over intermittent period a resident of that city since, In 

1927 BENNETT married Dr, ALFRED JACKSON, now deceased. on 

6/25/40 she married present husband, RIOEABD P. GROSOCUP ( vl te 

AC man, Subject is connected with the intellectu a3 
N Communist Party, and is bel i ev e close friend of J. * 
TA V. FORD, colored Communist Party Vice-Presidential candidate, 


as well as PAUL ROBESON, CANADA LEE, EARL BROWER, ROBERT MINOR, 

FERDINAND SMITH and other Communists, BENNETT 1s alleged to 

have been a member of the Communist Party Publicity Committee for 
— aes in 1936, 1937 and 1938. Her husband, RICHARD BECK 


reg aco 


Democracy for several years and is instructor at the Jefferson 
"mE reed Of Social Science at the present time,  GWENDOLYN BENNETT 


ale a 8 ae, front organ! za ti on, located 57 W. 125 St., NYC, and is very 
lh ` active in Communist Party matters in NYC, 27 


180 JAN 25 1981 ` 
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DETAILS: » 
The subject, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases, is being 
considered a key figure in the New York Field Division, 


Background 

. GWENDOLYN BENNETT, a negress, claims to have been born 
in Giddings, Texas on July 8, 1902, A letter received by the New York branch 
of the Work Projects Administration, Sub-Treasury Building, Pine and Nassau 
Streets, New York City, from the Health Department at Giddings, Texas, 
indicates that birth records were not maintained at Giddings until 1903, 

The subject claims to have moved from Texas eight months after her birth 
when she went to live in Washington, D. C. After a short time in that city 
she travelled to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where she spent her youth, In 


1916 the subject moved to New York City, and has been a resident of that city 
for an intermittent period since that time, 


) . In 1927 the subject claims to have married Dr. ALFRED 
JACKSON, who is now deceased, On June 25, 1940 the subject married RICHARD 


By ‘GROSSCUP, a white man, and has lived with him in New York City since that 
time, 


Education 


The files of the Work Projects Administration inéicate 
the following information concerning the subject's education and background; 


1915 - 1916 Harrisburg High School, Harrisburg, Pa. 

1918 Girls’ High School, Brooklyn, N, Y, 

1921 - 1922 Columbia Teachers College, New York, N, Y. 

1922 - 1924 Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y., graduated 1924 
September 1924 to June, 1925 Teacher at Howard University 
September 1925 to June 1926 Julien Academy, Paris, Frence 
September 1926 to June 1927 Teacher at Howard University 


September 1927 to June 1928 Student at Barnes Foundation, 
Marion, Pa, 


| 
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1928 =» 1930 Teacher at State Agricultural and Industrial School, 
Nashville, Tennessee; also a teacher in the 
Wade County Schools, Florida 
Employment. E 


The files of the Work Projects Administration indicate 
the following employment record of the subject: 


1930 Publicity agent - W, C. HANDY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
19309-1934 Partetime work - T. V. G. A. 


1935 Writers Project g L2 at 


N 
2 


1935 June 1941 Art project - Work Projects Administration 


The subject is presently employed as Director of the 
George Washington Carver School and teacher at the Jefferson School Of 
Social Science, 


Residencea 


* 


In addition to having — at Giddings, Texas, Washington, 
D "» and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in her youth, BENNETT resided for a 
Short time in Paris, France, during 1928 and 1926. Herresidences in New 
York City were as follows: 


July 1936 to November 1927 .- 321 West 136th St., New York, N. Y, 
November 1937 to January 19, 1938 =- 250 West 154th St., New York, N, Y, 
January 19, 1938 to date = 2 West 120th St., New York, N, Y, 


The records of the Work Projects Altutoketeabion, Db aos 
of Investigation, Pine and Nassau Streets, New York City, were examined 
by the reporting agent and the following information obtained: 


On June 19, 1941 the subject was investigated by the 
Work Projects Administration on the complaint that she had made a false 
statement in submitting an affidavit, M. P. A. Form 608, stating that she 
was not a Communist, The file also reflects a letter dated June 3, 1941, 


b" Fd . b6 
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eroa tof dot Invest gation, 
B Administration, Washington, D. C., to the effect that 
felt that the facts in the case warranted prosecution of the 

subject under Section 80, Title 18, United States Code, A summary of the 

a material contained in this file indi cates that the V. P. A. investigators _ 

^| were advised by a former member of the Communist Party, whose identity was 

sclosed, that the subject, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, had always been connected 

nw int llectual group of the~Commni st Party, and was a close friend 

7\ FORD, colored Communist Party Vice-Presidential candidate, and 
t in pe or 1938 she was on a committee of wellemnown Communists, the 
purpose of which was to defend Trotsky shootings in Russia, BENNETT was 


also a member of the Communist Party Publicity Committee for New York District 


in 1936, 1937 and 1938, Her husband, RICHARD CROSSCUP, was a Communist 
in 1935, and may still be one, 


This file reflects that 

3 the subject of another ff. F. I. case, stated ,when 

wn & picture o subject, that she was known to him as HUTH 'GALE and 

in the Commnist Party movement for some time, In 1934 and 1935 

1 BENNETT was connected with a Communist Party paper in Harlem, 
name unknown, and was also identified with e Communist Party Club at that 
time, This V. P. A. file reflects that the subject was a delegate to the 
National Negro Congress in Philadelphia in 1937 from the American Artists 
Guild, 


on being interview 
advised Work Projects Administration investigator 
that GWENDOLYN BENNETT regularly read the\DAILY WORKER and 
that the subject was President of tho Harlem Artists Guild during 1937 and 
1938, admitted accompanying BENNETT to the N ational Negro 
Congress in Philadelphia in 1937 and stated that while there BENNETT was 
very active and lobbied for the Young Communist League in order that ite 


members would be elected to office in the National Negro Congress. Among 
the Commnists GWENDOLYN B obb for wrol [ot the z 
New York City Relief "Note, of the Young Communist League, New 


York City, * 


and Wiss egg a deer gr to New York 


ake an oral report of the proceedings of the 
National Negro Congress at Philadelphia, She told 5 that the Toung 
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Communist Leage attended 150 strong and ranavay with the convention, She 
said the high light of the convention was the arrival at the convention 
of WILLIAM L. PATTERSON from Moscow, Russia, and that PATTERSON delivered 
a message from Moscow to the convention which thrilled BENNETT and other 
delegates, BENNETT 374 mmu Or objections to Commnists attending 
the convention weresquashed by PATTERSON and other Commnists present, 


said she never saw the subj PATTERSON either in 
Philadelphia or New York City, and that never met hin, 
At the time of this interview in June, 1941, 
claimed that the Harlem Artists Guild, with which GWENDOLYN BENNETT 


was affiliated, and which is now defunct, 
several Communist 


at their respective homes and Communist Party activities were discussed, 
Those individuals who attended who were not Communist sympathizers were 
disgusted, The names of the non-Communist persons attending were not 

recorded, f i d 


The records of the Work Projects Administration reflect 


The above mentioned individuals 
were the active Co sympathizers connected with the 
Art Project which the aiken was affiliated with, 


This same file reflects that 


that Communist meetings were held in a room n the 
| | end that she often overheard Communist matters 
being discuss ect TT was in charge of this project and was 

cont: l ing in and out of these meetings while they were in orogress 


and GWENDOLYN BENNETT tried to put pressure oa \ 
to either join the Commnist Party or leave the Harlem project, ie 4 


At a party given in the honor at the home of — 
BENNETT attended with 
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a. ]name[ and endeavo 2 
"Better Russi 
Te e 


ed 
en ne film movement", 
pj was interviewed by W,P,À, Investigator and could not 
scussion of a better Russian film movement, but he did recall 


that BENNETT suggested that a party be given for her friend, PAUL ROBESON, 
The party was never given, 


| 25 she could not say whether the subject 
was a Communist or not, but she did know that the subject was a Communist 


sympathizer, and that the Harlem Art Center was over-run with Communists and 
Communist Party activities, She further stated that BENNETT was definitely 
partial to all Communist Party members, 


The Work Projects Administration file further reflect 
that the subject was chairman and sponsor of the Negro Playwrights Co "d 
Inc,, which produced the Co ist play BIG WHITE FOG at the Lincoln Theatre 
in Harlem in 1940. The sib ject was very fPt@ntiy with RICHARD<WRI Pandy 
PAUL’ 50N. The file also reflects that BENNETT campaigned in Pittsburgh 


. for Tr colored Vice-Presidential candidate, during the elect 
of 1940, . 


X d 
and were interviewed 
by H. P. A. investigators regarding Communist activities of the subject, with 
negative results, ~~ os 


— stated that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was reputed to be a Communist, | 


& member-of the Communist Party Harlem — = EE " "t z iE ; 


\ 


LI 
1938, when he resigned, stated that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was reputed to be a 
Communi st, : : 


former member of the Communist Party, 
1936, and member Oo Central Committee of the Young Communist League, 
testified before the Woodum Committee that the subject, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, 
attended a dinner given in honor of FORD; Communist Vice-Presidential candidate, 


at which BENNETT to ROWDER and ROBERT AHR. 
also stated that for whom GWENDOLYN BENNETT lobbied at the 


National Negro Congress, has bemn a high-ranking Communist Party member 
since 1935, à 


[—— — ————————À no residence 


AX 
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given, who is affiliated with the NEW YORK asm 
believed GWENDOLYN BENNETT was-one of a group of negroes who went to Russia 
in 1931 or 1932 to make negro film, He was unable to state definitely 
whether BENNETT was a Communist, g P 


mew... the NEW YORK AMSTERDAM STAR NEWS, said GWENDOLYN BENNETT was a 
ommunist Party sympathizer and that the play BIG WHITE FOG with which she 
was affiliated was definitely Communi stic, : 


news correspondent residing at 
said that GWENDOLYN BENNETT is 
accepted in lem, associated with and sympathetic with activities which 
have been considered Communistic, 


i New York Age" employee, who 
has known BENNETT for ten Fears, stated she has a reputation of bein 


230 West 135th Street, New York City, à that she known BENNETT for 


years and that she is regarded as a Commm st. N 


—— Jat the TEN YORE aon, 
230 West 135th Street, New York City, stated he heard rumors to the effect 


that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was a Communist and had been removed as a teacher 
at Howard University because of some scandal in which she became involved, 


The above-mentioned file reflects that a former member 
of the Communist Party advised W.P.A, investigators that GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
was a member of the Communist Party Publicity Committee for New York District 


in 1936, 1937 and part of 1938. 


Party ticket, 3 hs 
simum is also a clove frtent ot[ — . — ] wetter 


—— —ñ — 
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for COLLIER'S Magazine, kn to be a Communist, who writes for the Party 
under the pen name of] 


RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, the subject's husband, was a, 
member of the Commnist Party in 1935, and is very friendly with CYRI IGGS, 
a staff member of the DAILY WORKER, A former Communist Party member advised 
V. P. A. agents that CROSSCUP has been seen in the Communist Party offices 


on 13th Street and at the Vorkers,Book Shop as recently as 1938 CROSSCUP 
<n à parece — 2 — 


The V. P. A. file reflects the following investigation 
was conducted by the Pittsburgh Branch of the Work Projects Administration: 


Sat identified a picture of the subject as the person who spoke 
at a meeting of the Communist Party during the fall of 1939, This meeting 


was held at the Northside Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh, said that 
he read in the local DAILY WORKER that BENNETT again spok8 at a Communist 
Party meeting at the Northside Carnegie Library in November, 1940, 


: of the FREDIANI PRINTING 
COMPANY, 71 Elm Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, stated that during the electio 
of 1940 he printed 15,000 four-page leaflets for the Communist Party, which 
referred to a meeting at the Northside Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh on 
behalf of JAMES W., FORD, colored Communist. | | also printed a DAILY 
WORKER western Pennsylvania edition for the Communist Party, with the 
permission of the DAILY WORKER of New York, This was in 1940, 


was unable to furnish any literature regarding this meeting, or the Worker 
Edition that he published, 


The follewing investigation was conducted by the 
Work Projects Administration office of the Boston, Massachusetts area: 


Examination of the files of the Massachusetts State 
Department of Safety and the Boston City Police Department as of May 28, 
1941 felled to reveal any information concerning the activities of RICHARD 
B. CROSSCUP or GWENDOLYN BENNETT, The FBI records in the Boston Field Office 
were also checked with negative results, 


Information was revealed which alleged that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT was affiliated with a Communist organization in Boston known as the 
Greats Pacific Movement, 


T 
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On April 26, 1941 subject GWENDOLYN BENNETT was requested 
to appear before the New York Work Projects Administration for questioning 
regarding her Communist Party affiliations, She advised the V. P. A. at that 
time that she would only appear under the following circumstances: 


l. If she was given a | ang et the charges made 
against her, N" 


2. That all accusers be made to make their accusatione 
in person, 


3, That investigations of the case be confined to 
circumstances connected with the charges, 


4, Thatshe receive a transcript of the proceedings 

of the interviewe relative to the case, sA 
Her demands were denied but she was advised that she 
would be permitted to have her attorney present during the interview 
On June 4, 1941 the subject appeared with her attomey| —  — 7] at 
the New York Office of the Work Projects Administration, Upon being questioned 
the subject denied she was ever a member of the Communist Party and that 
she had ever lobbied for the Young Communist League or any other Communist 
organization, She denied that she did publicity work for the Communist 
Party, or any Communist organization, She denied she was ever in Pittsburgh 
or had ever spoken on behalf of a Communist candidate or for a Communist 
Party cance. od w 
the purpose of s 

nied that she 5n name he l 
1terature. She denied ghe was friendly with RICHARD WRIGHT or r JAMES V. 

FOR, negro Communist, She refused to answer when asked if she was present 
at a dinner given for FORD and sat at the speakers’ table with EARL BROWDER 
and ROBERT MINOR, She refused to answer when questions regarding her 
presence at the National Negro Congress Convention in Philadelphia were 
directed to her, or whether she had submitted a report regarding Communist 
Party activities at the Convention, BENNETT also refused to answer any 


questions as_ to her interest in the Russian negro film 1. lr She 
refused to answer the question as to whether she read LY WORKER, 


The subject refused) to say whether she was present at a Toss in honor 
of an exile, She declared the National Negro Play- 
wrights Company, . used her name without permission, She also claimed 


her poems appeared in the DAILY WORKER without her consent, She stated she 
never saw WILLIAM PATTERSON, Communist Party idate for Congress, but 
knew his wife, When asked if she knew LOUISEY THOMPSON, wife of _WILLLAM 


—— > - 
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Furs. she refused to say whether she knew her, The subject refused 
to answer the question "RICHARD CROSSCUP - is that your husband's original - 
name?! She refused to answer the question "Was your husbend!s name RICHARD— 
_.BECK/CROSSCUP?" she refused to answer the question-"Does your husband live 
“tn New York City with you?" She claimed to have never pised any name but ^ 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, JACKSON, or CROSSCUP. She claimed to have never been in 
Russia at any time, tus à j JE" 


of the Division of 
Investigation, Work Projects Administration, advised the reporting agent that 
Investigator handled the case of GWENDOLYN BENNETT and 
& better position to furnish additional information regarding her, 1 
was not available wt that time and will be contacted by the reporting agent 
at a later date, 
The files of the V. P. A, reflect that on December 13, 1941 

sistant Commissioner, Work Projects Administration, wrote 
to . P. A. Administrator, New York City, clearing the 
subject's records of charges of Communism on the grounds of insufficient 
evidence, and making her eligible for reinstatement and further employment 
on V. P. A. projects, 


. The records of Specisl Squad No, 1, New York City / 
Police Department, 400 Broome Street, New York City, reflected that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT is a teacher of if e and culture of the negro peoplé and "Art and j 
the People" at the School For Democracy, 13 Astor Place, New York City. Thi 
was on January 26, 1942, She was also Director of the Harlem Community 
Art Center, 125th Street and Lenox Avenue, New York City, In July end dugyts 
1942, the subject taught the summer school session of the School For Democricy- 
Her course was painting and drawing for amateurs. 


| 


: The file further reflects that the subject is Dec AY 
teaching Art, History and Appreciation at the Thomas Jefferson School o 
Social Science, The file reflects a newspaper clipping from the NEW YOK AGE 
dated January 10, 1942 in which GWENDOLYN BENNETT was cleared of charg/s of 
subversive activity and reinstated on the Work Projects Administration, At 
the hearing Miss BENNETT was represented * ere Attorney for the 
Joint Committee To Defend V. P. A. Workers,» 

r h 
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The records of the Bureau of Criminal Identification, 9th 
floor, 400 Broome Street, New York City, were also checked but failed to 
reveal any information not previously reported. 


Lieutenant 6th Detective District, 229 West 
l2ard Street, New York City, advised the writer that the subject is believed 
to be a Communist and is married to one of his air raid warden C B. 
CROSSCUP, a teacher in his air raid warden school, Ñieutenant was 
unable to furnish any additional information concerning the subject other than 
the fact that she was Director of the George Washington Carver School. 


The Selective Service record of the subject's husband, 
RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, was checked at the Selective Service Board No, 55, 
307 Lenox Avenue, New York City. CROSSCUP'S serial number is 3246 and his 
order number is 2389. He was born in Boston, Massachusetts, July 24, 1905, 
and is presently employed by the Walden School, 1 West 88th Street, New Yo: 
City. He and his wife, GO B TT, Operate a summer camp at Port ~ 
Murray, New Jersey, which is known as Camp lr ope CROSSCUP and his — 
reside at 2 West 120th Street, New York Citys In 1929 OROSSCUP left the 
country and was issued Passport No, 84756. His destination was not revealed, 
He has been placed in Class 1AH as of July 24, 1943 because of his age, 


à The Selective Service file reflects a letter from RICHARD B, 
CROSSCUP to. the Board dated April 20, 1942, in which he claims that his mother, 
LILLIAN AY CROSSCUP, age-70 years, was living with him at that time, He also 
states that his wife, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was employed at $125, a month 
as a teacher in the School For Democracy, 18 Astor Place, New York City, 
CROSSCUP is Assistant Deputy Zone Warden, Precinct 28, Zone l, New York City, 
He claims to have Been a teacher since 1933. He lists relatives as follows: 


Mother, LILLIAN A, CROSSCUP, 1085 Boylston St., Boston, Mass, 


— — PP 
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to the Bureau, was contacted regarding the subject and RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, 
He stated that he believed that both of them were active in Communist circles 
but that he would obtain additional information concerning their present ' 
Communist Party effiliations. 


confidential Informani whose identity is also known 
to the Bureau, advised the writer that he own the subject for some time 
and that he believed her to be a member of the Communist Party. He expected 
to have close contacts with the subject some time in the future and hoped 
to be able to provide this office with additional information concerning her, 


A review of the file of the DAILY WORKER indicates numerous 
references to the subject, all of which have been covered in this report, 


A review of the files of this office e a newspaper 
article published in the New York WORLD TELEGRAM of November 16, 1943, 
which revealed the George Washington Carver School as a "Red negro ruse", 
A summary of the information in the article is as follows: 


A new people's institution named the George Washington 
Carver School has been organised in Harlem with strong Communist backing in 
& propaganda bid for interest among negroes, One of its directors and chief 
backers is BENJAMIN J “DAVIS, JÈ., Communist functionary, whose election to 
City Council th 1 "TELEGRAM ,disclosed the week previous to instant article 
followed the Communist strategy of exploiting national, racial and religious 
feelings. At the opening of the institute, which is located at 57 West 125th 
Street, the DAILY WORKER, Commnist Party organ, hailed the event as a major 
happening in Harlem, THe head of the school, Dr, TERGAN, is one of the 
country's foremost negro leaders of Communist causes, ‘and is president of the 
National Negro Congress. GWENDOLYN BENNETT, who recently resigned from 


" 
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teaching at the School For Democracy, has been appointed Director of the new 
school, According to the article, the school is recognized by the thinking 
people of Harlem as a Communist attempt to exploit CARVER, 


The files of this office further reflect that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT was a teacher of a course given at the School For Democracy, 13 Astor 
Place, New York City, in the winter term, Jamary to March, 1943, entitled 
"Life and Culture of the Negro People", The subject is also listed in the 
files of the New York Office as being a teacher at the summer School For 
Democracy at Arcadia, Fishkill, New York, This organization is contacted 
by the School For Democracy, 13 Astor Place, New York City, 


The files reflect that the subject spoke at a cultural 
group meeting at the Edison Hall, 228 West 47th Street, New York City, on 
Sunday, December-4, 1943, The subject of this course was "Contributions Of 
The Negro To American Art And Culture", Dr, YERGAN served as chairman. The 
file also reflects an article taken from the PEOPLE'S VOICE of November 27, 
1943, concerning the George Washington Carver School, in which GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT, Director of the Carver School, stated "This is an educational 
institution which we are building to meet the needs of the people of Harlem, 
À carefully chosen curriculum committee from the Board of Directors will 
organize the educational program, changing and modifying the courses offered 
as our experience with the community dictates the need for change, The 
courses to be offered will be planned in keeping with the best educational 
principles at all times", 


A catalogue of the Jefferson School of Social Science, 
winter term 1944, reflects the following information regarding the subject: 


B. 8. in Fine Arts, Columbia University, New York City. 
Fellowships at Academie Julien, Paris, France 

Barnes Foundation, Merion, Pennsylvania. 

Taught Art at Howard University 

Former Director of Harlem Community Art Center 
Director of George Washington Carver School 


L 


The original drectors of the George Vashingto “Carver 
School are as follows’ i 
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On Merch 10, 1944 a mail cover was placed on the subject 
and RICHARD B. CROSSCUP at their residence, 2 West 120th Street, New Tork City. 
As yet no information has been received through this source, 


A copy of the subject's picture was obtained during the 
course of the investigation, and will be made a part of the 1A file ae instant 


case. 


The following description of GWENDOLYN BENNETT was 


obtained during the course of investigation: 


Date and place of birth: 


Ages 

Race: 
Complexion: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 

Color of hairs 
Color of eyes: 
Shape of facet 
Teeth: 
RIDENS 


George Wasi 
Mari tal status: 


Remarks: 


Giddings, Texas, Taly 8, 1902 


185 lbs, 

Heavy 

Black, cut short 

Brown 

Round ] 

White and even 
Artist, teacher, Director of 


ly wears rimless glasse 
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NEWARK FIELD DIVISION 


At Port Murray, N, Ja 


Will attempt to ascertain whether Camp Wo-Chi-Ca at Port Murray is 
a Communist Camp and will report any present activities on the part of 
the subject or her husband, ‘RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, in that area, 


BOSTON FIELD DIVISION 


Bosto 


Will report any pertinent information concerning the subject's husband, 
RIOHARD B, CROSSOUP, which may be contained in divorce decree 16944, Probate 
Court, Massachusetts, 


‘Will, if possible, interview the former wife of CROSSCUP for any 
information concerning CROSSCUP or BENNETT, 


: Will obtain any information as to CROSSCUP'S affiliations at Boston 
University, where he received an M.A, Degree in 1940, 


rega hg" Seite? LX Qua i ipa contained in the files of the Boston Office 


Will obtain any information as to CROSSCUP'S Communist affiliations at 
Harvard University, where he was gradueted with an A,B, Degree in 1927, 


Will contact the proper authorities at Cambridge School for any information 
concerning RICHARD CROSSCUP, who is believed to have been a teacher at that 
school for about eight years, ' f ye 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION i " 1 A 
' At Now York, N. Y, ] l 


Will contact| | Work Projects Administration Investigator, 
Sub-Treasury Building, third floor, Pine and Nassau Streets, who handled the 
investigation of the subject, and obtain any additional information e 
her Communist activities, 


E 
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Will recontact confidential informants of the New York Office 
in an attempt to ascertain the present activities of the subject and her 


husband, 
Will continue: additional investigation in the New York area 
ons and activities, 
the mail cover placed on the subject: 


concerning the subject's Communist Party 
Will report the results 
West 120th Street, New York City, 


and her husband at their residence, 
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The Confidential Informents referred to in the report 


of Special Agent 
are identified as follows: 


CONFIDENTI 


INFO. 


S 


dated &t New York, N, Y, March 23, 1944 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300. 


l Enclosures for Rure au Office 


Re. NEW YORK FILE NO. 100-56529 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
New York, New York 


ga: HGF April 21, 19h 
100-56529 


Director, FBI 


e 
Re: GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
J Dear Sir: 
"a A photograph of the above captioned subject, GWENDOLYN 


d BENNETT, obtained by this office, is being forwarded to the Dureau 
i as an enclosure. The picture in question ıs for inclusion in the 
x subject's case file at the Bureau. 


Additional copies of the photograph are being 
retained in the proper case file in this office. 


Very truly yours, 


4 


E. E. CONROY 
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100~293468 A 


Special Agent in Charge 
New York, iew York 


` RE SECURITY MATTER 


Dear Sir 


Please be advised that a security index card has been 
prepared at the Bureau, captioned as follows 


Jil, G. BOI NACZUL BST COSUN oT 
uith aliases 
‘Mrs. Gwendolyn Bennett Crosscup 
Mro. Giendolyn Dennett Jackson 42 


Mra. Albert Jackson ncLASSIVIEp PY, J. 
Ruth Qale l p € 1 
pr, * ON 

2 Test 120th St., 


New York, New York (Ros.) 


George Washington Carver Sohool 
57 We 125th 5t., 
New York, How York (Buo.) à 


The above caption should be checked immediately for accuracy 
against the information contained in your files, and the Bureau should- ' 
be informed of any discrepancies You will prepare without delay a 
i 5" x 8" whıte card captıoned as above and reflectıng your ınvestıgatıve 
case file number for filing in your Confidential Security Index Card File 
In the event the above caption is not correct, the card you prepare should 
be correctly captioned, and the Bureau should be informed of the correct 


caption 
The caption of the card prepared and filed in your Office 
Tolson must be kept current at all times and the Bureau immediately advised of 
dees . — any-changes-made ther in in that connection 
Gf, Ut SEGTION 
T M AX! j 4 Very truly yours, M" LE 
Rosen 1. ee p 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK FILE NO 100-148 16 må 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR | REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


BOSTON, MASS. 5/ 30/44 5/8 ,9,12,20/ i ay 
2 H c 
re m—— BE: ETT mth aliases R 


Gwendolyn Bennet o rosscup, Mrs, Alfred" Jackson, INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
Gwendolyn Bennett™ Jackson, Ruth’ Gale 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS Richard e T was married June 16, 1930 and granted 
a divorce decree “ay 29, 1936 charged with cruel and abusive 

P . e Js h n ge. 

^ Crosscup was 

gh born July 24, 1905 at Yorchester, Massachusetts, graduated 


from Harvard "University cum laude in 1927 receiving.an AB 
degree and Boston University School of “ducation, Summer 
sessions, 1940 cun laude. In 1931 he worked as a janitor 
for the church and bank receiving $40 per month until hired 
by... Jof Boston University to work for ham 
ersonally on research work and writing at $60 per month. 
— ren a tutoring job for Crosscup, payıng hım 
90 per monthe In 1934 secured a position for 
Crosscup with 
of the C chool at Weston, Massachusetts, in 
charge of programe Crosscup was active in the 
Trade Union “ovement as a member of a teachers! union and 
Served as a delegate to =e boston Central labor Union, 
tate ‘ederation of Labor Convention Crosscup is described 
as very independen has his own opinion o ing r — 
express them regardless of of to whom he may be talking, has 
his own philosophy on life to the ie extent of shi 
and marrying a colored womane_ Informants have Ho Er 
that he was connected with ebe Cern Party tùrsa 
All the ideas he had on life were his owü based on information 
recezved. It was deemed impractical to interview "rosscup's 
former wifes No information concerning subject in Boston 
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REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent . Iaacea New York, 
March 23, 1944 
DETAILS: The subject Gwendolyn Bennett with aliases is being considered ' 


a key figure in the “ew York Field Diwsion. 


The writer checked the records of the “essachusetts Probate Court, Pemberton 
Square, Boston, Massachusetts, and reviewed the divorce decree #16944, involving 


and Richard Beck ÓCrossceup. According to the 
record, the couple was married June 16, 1930 "i—' for a 
divorce against Kichard Be Crosscup for cruel and abusive treatment March 16, 


1936. he final decres was granted way 29, 1936. The divorce was uncontested 


by the husband Richar osscu Th 1 © — ë ë] 
Ihe attorney for the 
libelant was 


Ihe writer reviewed the subject's record at the registrar'r office at Harvard 
University, Cambridge, and ascertained that he was born July 24, 1905 at 
Dorchester, “assachusetts, his father's pame being Louis *dwi Crosscup and 
his mother's name being lillian Campbell-€Tosscup. He graduated from Quincy 
High ?chool and Thayer Academy where he dompleted four years undergraduate 
literary work. He graduated from Harvard College in 1927 magna cum laude, 


A review of the Yrofessors and advisers was made by the writer and upon 
inquiry of was advised that his adviser is deceased 
and there is no one presently teaching at the college who would know the l 
subjecte 


She referred the writer to the Decennial Report for 1937 which would be the 
subject's own account of his activity for ten years following his graduation 
from Harvard. The report was reviewed by the writer and it was found that 
the subject had the following to say: 


Occupation - teacher, Cambridge "chool, Kendall Green, Massachusetts 
Married - June 1930, divorced 
Children - Martha, born 6/13/31 


The report continues: "During the fall and winter of 1930 I dug clams fora 
living in haine. In the spring and summer of 1931 I did statistical work for 
an investment counselor and was also engaged in tutoring. I took a partner- 
ship in a school but the school faz led. tn the fall of 1931 and also of 1934 

I worked as janitor of a church and of a banke ince 1934 1 nave been in 
charge of the remedial program of the Cambridge 9chool, Kendall Green, Massa- 
chusetts. I received my training at Boston University School of bducation, 

I am presently active in a local trade union movement as a member of a teachers“ 


2 


= 


$ ~ + 
unione I served as delegate to the Poston Central Labor Union, State 
Federation af Labor and I am on the editorial staff of the American Teacher, 
the official magazine of the ^merican Federation of Leacherse 

The writer reviewed the subject's file at Boston University School of Éducation 
and ascertained that the subject first entered Boston University in 1933, and 


attended the summer classes off and on and finall raduated August 10, 1940 
receivi an M. E. degree cum laude, 


The writer interviewed who advised that he was very well 
acquaintained with the subject, stated that he met the subject 
for the first time when he filed an application for entrance to the school of 


education. —  ]stetea that he had the necessary qualifications to 
enter the school but was lacking in fundse According to Crosscup 
was very careless about his dress and at the first meeting with 


Crosscup was badly in need of a haircut, had a soiled shirt, no tie and made 


a very poor impression. At that time Cro working as janitor ina 
church and a bank receiving $40 a month. LI — "Iwan thàt he talked to 


Crosscup and told him he had the ability to write for magazines but Crosscup 
was not interested, advised the writer that in viewing his record 


he knew the subject was cle ore hired him personally to do work 
for him and write articlese paid Crosscup #60 per monthe 


During his emploment| | secured a_tutoring job for the subject, 
paying him $90 per monthe As explained by Crosscup was up in the 
big money now, something that he was not interested in and so Crosscup hired 


ent to prepare his tutoring work for him, paying him for hi Orke 
stated that Crosscup wrote many fine articles wa — 


later sold for a considerable sume 


ible for securing a position at. 
of the Cambridge Upper School, Weston, Massachusetts, 
or "rosscup. 


D 


[o m that Crosscup was very polite and a likable chap but had 


a very way of looking at life. For example, ceme froma 
very low type family and the subject feeling sorry for the giri married 

her, and ime he hinself not being in a position to support two 
people. was artistically inclined and becaming dis- 
satisfied after their marriage decided to go to New ‘ork to secure employment 
as &n artist. She s "ew t or one year, returning to Ürosscup with 
& man by the name of on the WrA. Crosscup accepted 
the two into his home and t d together until the arrival of the 
second child. According to this was the cause of tne divorce. 
The attitude adopted by Crosscup was if she prefers over me I will 
divorce her, thıs was agreed upon by and Crosscup and 
accordingly|___|arvorced Crosscup, the same being uncontested and later 
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said Crosscup is a very convincing speaker and after listening to 
him on his ideas of life one will wonder who ıs crazy Crosscup or tne listenem 


[stated it is hi ng that Crosscup is now married to a negress 
which does not surprise knowing Crosscup as he doese 


According to. ]eresseup had no connection with the Communist Party 
in this area, however, he admits that "rosscup's philosophy is the same as 


that practiced by the Communist Party but they are strictly his own ideas. 
He believed in organized labor and was one of the members of the American 
Federation of Teachers in thi te About 1935 he tried to interest 


in joining the union refused and no 
statea that had 
rosscup and talked on a very highly intellectua 


brought by Crosscupe 
level but maintained a very low levele, 


the same idea on life as 


stated that 1n view of the fact that..  ]is of the same type 
as crosscup ne is very doubtful whether anything would be gained a — to 


her as it would not surprise him if Crosscup should return and 


is mh bs mew] el 
Üambridge Upper School, Weston, Massachusetts, who advised that the subject 


, 
became employed at his school as head of the Remedial program from September 
1935 to June 1940, five school yearse He described "rosscup as "a very 
independent cuss," very intellectual and a man who has the idea that the world 
is against hime He explained this by stating that Crosscup's father was a 
well-to-do man but lost his money and consequently Crosscup had to struggle 
to secure his education and figured that the world was against him all the 
way. e was interested in a teachers union and active in the Teachers'Union 


located in Boston, Massachusetts, but never attempted to recruit any other 
teachers at the school. 


If he wanted to talk abou Crosscup would express his ideas regardless 
of who may be listeninge stated that Cross cups economic ideas 


were on the Communist angle but he was not known to have any party affiliations. 


stated that Crosscup was very honest, had his own opinions 
and expressed them. ' 


— e] h the same idea of the subject's philosophy of life as 
that expressed by 

— but had very 
little respect for ived so to speak in the clouds, 
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stated that 
left his employment with him of his own accord and the circumstances surrounding 
his leaving are an interesting point. 


stated that at the conclusion of the school year the facult; 
produces & play for the benefit of the children in which all the faculty ta 
parte Crosscup wrote the play that was produced by the faculty one year and 
it was a very splendid job. About the same time Cros soup became acquainted 
with a young musnian and based on the success Crosscup had in writing ‘the 
school play he had the idea that he would become a success in writing 
musical maaan m and accordingly the young musoian and Crosscup went to New N V4 


York to crash Broadwaye TS "TS V Ca 


—"]— that Ürosscup was smart enough to realize that "ds would 
/ ve to maintain himself while in New York and secured a position as teacher 
7 at the Walden School in New York City as a grade school teacher. He taught 

the seventh or eighth cradee His only reason for accepting this position wes 


for living expenses while he was making preparations to crash Broadway. 


shared the thoughts of in connection wth[ ^ ] 
ideas of life that it 
wou @ just as we o ta o Crosscup himself. 


stated that Crosscup had 


Based on the information received f j 
es deemed impractical to interview 


A check of the indices of the Boston office fails to reveal any information 
concerning the subject Gwendolyn Bennette 


ades 


b2 
b6 
j b7C 
b7D 


No record was contained in the Boston indices on James Pfeiffer. 


&REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO TER OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


-6- 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
AT WEW YORK, NEW YORK 


Will contact the proper authorities at the Walden School, New York City for 
any further information concerning Richard Crosscup's activities while teach- 
ing at this schoole 


* 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT 


Le ee pis the report of Special Agent[ ___hiated 
at Boston, Massachusetts, December 17, 1941 entitled American Youth Congress, 


pages six and one hundred thirtye 


-REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK : i Fieno 100-272917 EW 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


NEWARK = - (| hene — 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT, WAS. | INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 


known only by name, with go knowledge of sub- 
jeot's husband, RICHARD Bs, CROSSCUP, Subject 
not known to be manager of Camp WoeChi-Ca. 
Camp Wo-Chi-Ca described &s a Commu oamp. 
confidential Informant advisess*DAILY _ 
WORKER" addresse ` 
summer ‘periods. 

lieved to be 


p SYNOPSIS OF FACTS ' Investigation at Port Murray reveals subjeot 


Chi-Ca. Information determined from State 
Police to the effect that Camp Wo-Chi-Ca 
As located in Lebanon Township, Hunterdon County, 
＋ N- jE mail address R. D. 1, Port Murray, New Jersey. 
E if x 


s wi cv Mes 


(m 


-RUC- xt ppm CONTA S] 
ETAN 1S Ui 888 
6805 s lac. n. N 


Report or sa.. aa ted 3-23- 


at New York, New York, 


Information determined from Confidential Informant 
a to the effect that Camp No-Chi-Ca is loc at R. F. D. 1, 
Murray, New Jersey. Confidential Informant advised 
that he was not familiar with the subject of instant case, ex- 
cept that he did reéall[_ having come addressed to a party 
by the name of BENNETT. As far as he could ascertain and re- ud 
call, the name of RICHARD B. CROSSCUP was unfamiliar. 


APPROVED AND ; P SPECIAL AGENT 
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NK 100-27217 j ] i á 
advised that this camp opens approximately around June 1 
of each year and that its activities cease about Labor Day. He further 


Confidential Informant [_Jaavisea that he had heard very little 
about Camp Wo-Chi-Ca, inasmuch as it was located approximately ten miles 
from Port Murray, and that the shopping centers of Washington; New Jersey 
and Hackettstown, New Jersey would obviate the necessity of having the 
people use Port Murray as a business town. He did recall one incident, 
ho iver whose name he did not know stopped at 
the and asked him what kind of camp it was. When 
the truck driver was asked the reagon for this, he stated he had e desire 
to place his son in a summer camp, and that upon investigation of Camp 
Wo-Chi-Ca, he found that it was "a damn Communist camp." - 

The New Jersey State Police Sub-station located at Washington, 
New Jersey was contacted by the ‘reporting agent for information relative 
to Camp Wo-Chi-Ca. They advised that under date of October 2, 191, an 
investigation had been conducted by them concerning-the camp. The follow- 
ing is substantially the information obtained by their investigation. 


Camp Wo-Chi-Ca is also known as Pleasant Grove Acres a 
situated on the Califon-Pleasant Grove Road in Lebanon Township 
County, R.D. 1, Port Murray, New Jersey. 


rding address 
Information was 


obtained from Tax Collector of Lebanon Township to the effect that taxes 
pen the com were pata by — —Yna d 


1 


- The following men are listed as camp directors: 


-2- ] š E 


dii i : b7C 
NK 100-27217 : ‘ 


2 Two other individuals connected with the camp by the name of 


and were mentioned in the investigation, but 

addresses were not obtained. Nowhere in oonnection with the investigation 
of the camp did the name of the subject or RICHARD B, CROSSCUP arise, 
They are not known in the vicinity. . 

Inasmuch as Camp Wo-Chi-Ca is not being operated at the present 
time and inasmuch as no further background information is available con- 
cerning the subject and persons mentioned in this report, this case is 
being considered referred upon completion to the office of origin. In 
the event it is desired that a further check be made at a later date during 
the time of operation of Camp Wo-Chi-Ca, the Newark Field Division will 
conduct such investigation upon receipt of information from the New York 
Field Division. ` 


, 
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A copy of this report is being designated for the Boston Field 
Division for their information in conducting investigation within that 
territory. f 


^ 


m 


rt 
2: 


de o 


A t 
e PELZ E 
i 
t 


9. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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THis CAME ORIGINATES AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


VAT YI 


VY FLENO  100-56529 EN 


REPORT MADE AT ê DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD pd : REPORT MADE BY £ 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK afee/l | 519,26; 7/20 — 


AGE 
TITLE ^ 16 CHARACTER OF C 


m a with aliases 
DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 auc baw/cpby/kj INTERNAL SECURITY-C 
OW 03-07-2007 i 


' 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS 


advised that subject 
was a member of the Communist Party and that about " 
1959 she attended 

Kingston, New York, 


Subject's activities at present con- 


y in directing the affairs of the GEORGE ; 
WASHINGTON CAR 


is 
the director. advised 


that.at the present time the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 
SCHOOL does not appear to be very active and may be 

six! poor financial condition. on May 21, 1944, the 

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL held "I AM AN AMERI- Cy 
CAN DAY" program in Harlem; about 12,000 people at- M 
tended; approximately $900 collectéd, and the Rev- 


erend CLAYTON POWELL, ar. t 
"THE RACES OF MANKIND", MAX,YERGAN i á 


CANADA REE spoke. Cr 


* 


Bureau File 100-2931468. 
Report of Special Agent 
March 25, 19l4,, at New. York. 


DETAILS: AD NEW YORK CITY, 
à; 8 OTHSANT ON 
JES DESTROYED  Thirty-day^mail cover placed on subject and Her hus- 
por 5 199) dend RICHARD B,XCROSSCUP at their kesidence, s2 dest 
180 JAN 2 120 Street, failed to produce any information of value. 
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5 Confidential, Inform 
RN |. she was definitely a member of the 
ommunis . He state at he distinctly remembers seeing the sub- 
wh o attended a rom sch located near Kingsto 


was located on a farm near Kingston and was the gathering place for the 
intellectuals of the Communist Party. 


Confidential, Informant[ ^ vas not sure but believed 
5 BENNETT e to Moscow cma a summer vacation around 
Accor to e ect is 8 ra 
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M 100-56529 


& meeting of the 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL on Sunday afternoon, May 21 at 5100 
o'clock at the Golden Gate Ballroom, lli2nd Street and Lenox Avenue. The 
affair was a FOLK FESTIVAL celebrating I AM AN AMERICAN'DAY. The pro- 
gram obtained by the informant is set out below: 


" THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
of the 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SGHOOL 


cordially invites you to attend & 
FOLK FESTIVAL 
celebrating 
I AM AN AMERICAN DAY 
on 


Sunday, Afternoon, May Twenty-First 
at three o'clock 


` 


at the T 
GOLDEN, GATE BALLROOM ` 3 ‘ 
Und Street and Lenox Ave., 
New York 


` 


Reserved Seats: $2.00, %1.20 
General Admission: 60 cents 
Tax included on all tickets. 


\ y 1 
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"In time of war the songs of the people rally the spirits of 
those who fight against Fascism for & free world. In time of 
peace the songs nd dances of the different nations are the 


P "m 
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NY 100-56529 E ! CUm 
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"warp and woof around which the people's culture is woven and 
made strong. Mindful of this, the George Washington Carver 
School takes this opportunity, through their songs and dances, 

to pay tribute to the Allied Nations and the oppressed peoples 

of the earth who are giving their lives today that we may lave 

in a better world. Any patriotic celebration of the American 
people must take into consideration the varied streams of cul- 
ture that have flowed into our Nation. Any concept of peace 
must take note of the need for cooperation among all peoples, 

here and abroad. The future of our Nation will be secure only 
through the full participation of all its people--Negro and white, 
Jew and Gentile, Protestant and Catholic, native and foreign-born. 


"The foremost leaders of the Allied Nations have declared their 
intention to fight in unison for the elimination of Fascism 
from the face of the earth and to work in unified cooperation 
for a lasting peace. Here at home such unison and cooperation 
must be the core of our war effort and the unqualified goal of 
our peace. Unity is the precept around which our American 
ideals were built and must be maintained. It is in this spirit 
that we celebrate I Am An American Day by presenting a folk 
festival around the theme; ‘UNITED, WE MARCH FORWARD AS ONE 
NATIONi'" j f 
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"PROGRAM b6 


b7C 
Eo —— 
NATIONAL ANTHEM 


GROUP SINGERS; 
Hall Johnson Choir, Finnish Women's Choir, Chinese People's Chorus 


SOLOISTS; j 


South American Folk Songs 
Czechoslovakian Folk Songs 


NY 100-56529' 


| . Flamenco Songs 
Russian Songs 
Soloist with Chinese 
People's Chorus 


DANCERS | ' , 
me Negro Speaks of 


Rivers ‘ 
Poem by Langston Hughe 
Music by 
Recitation b 


[jor the Martha Graham 
i i , Harmonica Breakdown 
Haitian Dance 
— - Cafe Society Uptown 


b6 
b7Cc 
Boogie-Woogie Pianist 
All-Star uartette; i 
from Cafe Society Uptown 
from The Three Deuces 
with the Kirby Orchestra 
SPEAKERS: ‘ 
of Public Affairs, 
pamphlet--"The Race of Mankind" Race and Nationality 
Dr. Max Yergan, Council on African Affairs The George Washington 
f ' Carver School 
Rev. A. Claytom Powell, Jr. i Developing the Thinking 
: Citizen j 
— ! Art end the People 
CHAIRMAN; : 


Gwendolyn Bennett, Director of the George Washington Carver School  " 


laf its report concerning the above-mentioned celebra- 
tion is as follow#;*"" ^ i 


5 


NY 100-56529 
"TIME; U PeMe - CLOSED: ^ 6:30 P. M. 
ATTENDANCE: Approximately 1900. Most 
of which were the intelligencia, 
Inter Racial groups and service- 
men in uniform, 5 
è b7C 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES - GWENDOLYN BENNETT, ' ) 
Director of George Washington Carver School. 
ered ty the. 
The National Anthem was gung. 
Hall Johnson Choir Sang. Solos were sung b and 
a Czechoslovakian. Quartette from e SO- 


ciety Uptown offered a couple of numbers, 


SPEAKERS 


[dor Publie Affair pamphlet 


' "THE RACES OF MANKIND", said that all men given the same training and 
opportunities were equal. She endorsed the George Washington Carver 
School; said 1t was a credit to the Negroes of this community and was 
deserving of the support of all races. , 

"DR. MAX YERGAN, Council of African Affairs, and Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the George Washington Carver School, wel- 
comed the groups and told of the progress 'of the school which was en- 
couraging and asked for continued support by people of Harlem. 


"CANADA LEE was introduced at this time. He read a letter 
from one of his buddies who is with the Armed Forces in the South Pacific 
indicating that a good kind of Democracy that was being practiced among 
the soldiers in that area. LEE ended his talk by singing ‘MY COUNTRY TIS 
OF THER! e P N 
"A CLAYTON POWELL - Brought the house down with a —— 
WHY A SEPARATE CELEBRATION IN HARLEM ON I AM AN AMERICAN DAY,' POWELL 4 
stated a day of National celebration should be made on the days hen 


GOVERNOR TALMADGE of Georgia and MARTIN DIES of Texas are burned. POWELL 
stated that we should fight until every minority ‘group in this country 
was accorded full democratic treatment. GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL 


y 
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"was dedicated to the full Democratic principles of all peoples and "es 
receive everyone's support. 


At this point he appealed for funds for the school and 
started with & check for $50.00 himself. The total amount collected was 


approximately $900. ; 


Work Projects Administration, Sub-Treasury 
Building, Pine and Nassau Streets, New York City, was interviewed by the 
writer in regard to additional information regarding the activities of the 
subject. He advised that he was unable to furnish any.additional informa- 
tion not previously reported but that he felt any one of the following 


individuals might be of nn in obtaining information concerning 
hers 


Additional investigation conducted in the vicinity of 
57 West 125th Street, where the GEORGE WASHINGT lo- 
cated, and 2 West 120th Street by Special Agent and 
the reporting agent, indicates that RICHARD B. CROSS husband of the 
Subject, 1s at the present time engaged in Camp activ ifies outside of 
New York City. 


The subject GWENDOLYN BENNETT appears to be engaged 
solely in Arbing me activities of the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 
SCHOOL. 


, - PENDING- en 
U 


si dE in 
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NY 100-56529 
UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION; 


At New York City, N. Y. - Will endeavor 
to obtain handwriting specımens of the subject and will 
report all cmmunist activities concerning 'the subject 


and the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL, with which she 
is affiliated. 


- ghs 


NY 100-56529 


` CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS —,, «JM ae 
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4, * : The Confidential Informants mentioned in the 
U „ report of Special Agent] dated August 22, è 
50 9h, at New York, New York e as follows: 


sa 
X 


b2 
tU) hose identity ıs known to - BG 
bs hy the Bureau. s AES b7C 


’ b7D 
[ whose identity 1s known to 
e Bureau. 


/ 
A P 


STANDARD FORM NO 64 d dé 


Office fy a ane ee . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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100-56 
5 527 Director, PBI - DATE November 18, 1944 
FROM SAC, New York 


(Ci SUBJECT GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. 
MN INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
(Bureau File Noe 100-293468) `- 


Information received by this office indicates that 
the Subject's entire time and effort appears to be centered around 
the George Washington Carver School, Negro Communist front or- 
ganization located at 57 West 125th Street, New York City. The 
Subject is the Director of the above-mentioned school. 


Informants of this office state that the baer at 
the present time appears to have little if "i act in ZA Vor A 
general Commmist Party affairs. V, / , 

In view of the above information, | bject's \ " 
case is being placed in a pending inactive status at Ahis time. ^ 
A report will be subnitt 1945. \ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THis CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
REPOR1 MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


NEY YORK, NEW YORK 


HICH MADE REPORT MADE BY — 
cf 8 9/5 8 ,23;10/40| — 

JEB 22:35 6181 10012 
TITLE ra 


1 14,26/44; 2/10, 
GUENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases 19/45 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
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Y *. 
\ Noe OF FACTS Major portion cf subject's activity confine 
3 to the GEORGE JASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL of which 
she is the Director, BENNETT also teaches at 
= ~\ JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE, alleged 
PPOC ' Communist dominated organization located at 575 
dd 6th Avonve, NYC, 
c , co PT ow 
pas Bureau File 100-293468, 
| | REFERENCE? 


Report of Special Agent 
1944 at New York, Nes Y 
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A review of the 1944 catalogue of the JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL 
SCIENCE indicates that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was an instructor in "Art, History, 
and Appreciations" 


alleged Communist dominated organization 
The JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE,/575 Sixth Avenue, New York 
City, was contacted by the reporting agent under suitable pretext and the 
following information obtained: 


evenings, The first class is from 7:10 to 8:40 P. V, and is entitled, 
"Art, History, and Appreciation of the Late Renaissance, The second class / 
is from 8:50 to 10:20 P. M, and is on modern art, "oar 


2 
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The following infa mation was newspaper comment EEEN the 
subject and her activities: 


The "Peoples Voice", negro Communist newspaper in 8 of September 
23, 1944 contained a picture of the subject togethe th background information 
which has been previously furnished to the Bureaus | 
ly Worker" in issue of December 9, 1944 contained an 
article concerning the course "The Negro and the Nation" given jointly by 
the JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE, the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL, and 
ice", The article stated that the outstanding lecturers included 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, and ALPHABUSYHONTON (known Comnunists) » 
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"The New York Amsterdam News" Negro newspaper, in issue of 
January 20, 1945 stated that a meeting took place at the Schomberg Collection, 
135 Public Library on January 14, 1945, at which time Doctor REDDICK, 
Curator of the Schomberg Collection,and GWENDOLYN BENNETT spoke regarding 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER, The substance of Miss BENNETT'S talk was the 
meaning of the life of Doctor CARVER as related to the general education 
of Negroes in America, 


NY 100-56529 


The "Peoples Voice" in issuecof January 27, 1945, contained a 
píctüre of the subject, together with the following individuals: 


of CARVER; V Hs 


b7C 


"The New York Amsterdam News" of February 10, 1945 in the column 
entitled, "Labor Forum" stated: 


"The George Washington Carver School aims not only to help 
working people understand better the world they live in; it also seeks 
to keep alive the life and work of Dr, Carver as a source of inspiration 
to others who face, as he did, adversity and lack of opportunity, Whereas 
the People's College is an outgrowth of the schools and colleges in 
Atlanta, the Carver School is in a sense an outgrowth of the labor move- 
ment in New York, According to the Director of the Carver School, 
Gwendolyn Bennett, nationally known poet and author, almost half of the 
Students attending the school since it was organised in October, 1943, 
have been members of trade unions, Some fifteen CIO and AFL unions were 
represented in the student body of 358 last term," 


The "New York Age" Negro newspaper in issus of February 10, 
1945, contained an article that the BEN DAVIS CLUB would hold a weeks 
celebration in honor of Negro History Week, The article went on to say: 


"The Ben Davis Club (named for Councilman Davis) of the CPA has 
arranged programs during Negro History Week at its headquarters, 2315 
Seventh Avenue, Sunday, February llth, at 4 p.m, at the club, a forum 
will be held at which time Councilman Benjamin Jẹ Davis, Jre and Miss 
Gwendolyn Bennett, director of the George Washington Carver School of Harlem 
will be guest speakers, also entertainment," i 


C : L 
NY 100-56529 
The "Pittsburgh Courier", Negro newspaper, in issue of February 
17, 1945 indicates that GWENDOLYN BENNETT, Director of the GEORGE WASHINGTON 


CARVER SCHOOL, participated in a forum ín connection with Negro History 
Week, the forum taking place at N. M. U. Recreation Halls 


" 


-PENDING = 


— 10 


NY 100-56529 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


„ AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK œ Will endeavor to obtain additional 
handwriting specimens of the subject and will report all Communist activitios 
concerning the subject and the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL, of which 
she is Director, 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


‘he Confidential Inforsiehts mentioned in the report of 
Special Agent[ — Hated February 22, 1945 at New York, 
New York are: 8 
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: Director, FBI DATE 
9 0 Attention: FBI Laboratory » ee 32y 1943 l 
ROM 


SAC, New York 
@ 


SUBJECT. GWENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(Bureau File 100-293468) B. 
. 


, 
7; JP file five photostatic copies of & handwriting specimen of 22 
' captioned subject. Some difficulty has been experienced in obtaining 
sufficient handwriting specimens of the subject in view of the fact 
X that most of her correspondence and work is done bd 5 
* 3 
b specimens of the subject's handwriting, and „ 
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* qu) to the Bureau as they are received, 
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Re: NEW YORK FILE No, 100-56529 


Tort » e 2 


5 
genge Washington Garver 
Schock enn“ 


t e- é \ 
E 
Re. @ 
P òi I CLASSIFIED BY 60324 auc haw/cpb/kj \ 


© 4 ON 03-07-2007 7 


Yw- 


Form No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 


ro  100-56529 MXS 


REPORT MADE AT . DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
3726)4/935/2; 
NEW YORK 11/30/45 y 339 5 
TITLE 10/9; 11/15,26 (f ARACTER OF e = 
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. GWENDOLYN BENNETT h 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS GWENDOLYN BENNETT continues to 8 on of b 
director of George Washington Carver School, b6 

Comunist front organizations Her name is fres BIC 

„S quently mentioned in the columns of the "Daily is 


e^ newspaper, in connection with the affairs of the 
Xd George Washington Carver School, At the present 


— cre Worker", and the "Peoples Voice", Negro Communist 
D 


Eo time subjeot is also conducting classes in American 
M cd art at the Jefferson School of Social Scienoe, 7 5 22 
G 575 Avenue of the Americas, NYC, 


~ Pe »A. & EXT 
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REFERENCE: Bureau File 100-293468 115 oF RAV FW y PA EA 
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"i The negro Communist newspaper "Peoples Voice", frequently 
refera to the subject in connection with the affairs of the George 
Washington Carver Schoole Pertinent references to the subject appearing 
in this newspaper are as follows: 


The "Peoples Voice", issue of July 10,1945 contained an article 
which stated in part that the second term of the Carver School would 
open on February 13, 1945, that the subjeot, GWENDOLYN BENNETT would 
continue to occupy the position as direotor of the George Washington 
Carver School, and that the total negro student enrollment at that 
time was 1081 studenta. 


The "Peoples Voice" of February 24,1945 stated that GWENDOLYN 
BENNZIT, director the George Washington Carver School, was etill 
receiving registration s for the various courses which were to be 
conducted at the institution. 


On May 14,1945 the "Peoples Voice", again mentioned the sub- 
ject as director.of the George Washington Carver School. 


The "Peoples Voice" of May 5,1945 contained F of the 
subject den her staff at the Carver Sohool, 


The "Peoples Voice" of July 28, 1945 listed the — as one 
of the judges of the question and answer contest on negro matters which 
was to be jointly conducted by the "Peoples Voice", and the George 
Washington varya Schoole 


The "Peoples Voice", issue of November 24, 1945 contained an 
erticle concerning the Carver School a summary of which ie as follows: 
GWENDOLYN BENNEIT, director of the George Washington Carver Schooltas 
stated that the school has just celebrated its second year of steady 
progress and has an alltime record of registration with more than 

700 nen being offered’ 39 courses. 


The "Daily Worker" frequently mentiones the subject by name pH 
in conneetion with the affairs of the George Washington Carver School, 
and the. Jefferson Sohool.of Social Science, which 18 loeated at 575 
Avenue «of the 8 New Tork * 
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NY 100-56529 CONFIDENTIAL 


The issues of the "Daily Worker? in which pertinent portions 
pertaining to the subject are found ere as follows: x 


The "Daily Worker" of February 18, 1945 stated that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT, director, believes the Carver School will grow in sise, and 
will become a definite influence in the negro community. She also 
stated that in their school there is strong trade union support. 

The "Daily Worker" of May 5, 1945 contained a picture of the 
subject and her staff taken during che open ing day classes of the 
spring term of the George Washington ve 

p é c ere 
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unists in this city. 
that this individual : 
for the Comintern = 
b7C 
b7D 


LYN BENNETT was a sponsor of a meeting in honor of JACQES 
-XROUMAIN, negro Haitein Communist who recently died, The meeting in 
question was held at the New York Times Hell and was highlighted by an 
address by ZARE BROWDER, president of the Communist Political Association, 


as well as additional addresses by CANADAYLSE, and| — — — — — | 
prominent Communist, à 


: The "Baily Worker", issue of May 7, 1945 indicates that 


„ The "Daily Worker", issue of April 5,1945 indicated that the 
„ ^œ subject was conducting classes in Modern Arte---Ceranne to the Present", 
* the course in question given by the subject was held at the Jefferson 


School of Social Science, located at 575 Auenue of the Amencas, New 


York City, This institution is a well known Communist front organi- 
28 ion . 


p-— —— — identities 
ere known to the Bür sau, advised the reporting Agent that the 


subject's communist activities appear to be confined mainly to the 
affairs of the Jefferson School of Social Science and the Georgo 
Washington Carver School, with most of her time and effort being de- 


voted to the latter organization, A (WW) 
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NSW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


At New York Ci X- 


Will follow and report the Communist activities of the subject, 
and her activities in connectionwth the George Washington Carver Sohool, 
1 of which she is the director, 
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The following Confidential Informants were mentioned in the 
report of Special Agent[ — I dated, November 80, 1945 se 
at New York, New York: Ji a 
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PERIOD FOR 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 


NEW YORK 9/20/46 


REPORT MADE BY 


F 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


""GWENDOLYN BENNETT @/ with aliases © 
/ Gwendolyn Bennett yosscup, Mr red Jackson 


Gwendolyn Bennett Jackson, Ruth ale INTERNAL SECURITY = C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS Subject, a negro, claims to have ben 
born 7/8/02 at Giddings, Texas. At the foai: 
present time she resides at 2 West 120th j 
Street, NYC with her husband, RICHARD B. 


X ROSSCUP, who is a whitemn, Subject's 
€ 3 
b A : husband was born 7/24/05 at Dorchester, b6 
00 . Mass, The subject is the present b7C 
^ OR — director of the George Washington Carver 
N US uS School, Negro Communist Front Organization, 


EY located at 57 West 125th Street, NYC. In 
\ addition, she is a part time lecturer at 
x \the Jefferson School of Social Science, ,575 
EY A jte Avenue, NYC. Subject is a member of 


NO, v QÈ S the Harlem Section of the Communist Partys y 8 
Vv 8 E oy t . À - 
. O, A Px - l - ; V 

EN " ` te V EPUM 


REFERENCE: Bureau file 109-2931,68, AUR aea 
SAC letter #28 series 19l6, dated een 12, 19h6, 
Report of Spectal Agent 11/30/45, 
New York, 

DETAILS: At New York City 


On June 14, 1946, the Reporting Agent verified the fact 
that the subject continues to reside at 2 West 120th 
Street, New York City, The subject is a negro and her husband, RICHARD B, 
CROSSCUP is a white man, T 
Án 


t WH E 
On the same date as above, it was deternined that the 
8 7 às —— the director of the George Washington Carver School, Negro . 
> 7 
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Communist Front Organization, located at 57 West 125th Street, New York Citys 
It was also determined that the subject was a part time lecturer at the 
Jefferson School of Social Science, Communist School, located at 575 Sixth 
Avenue, New York Citye A , 


The records of the WPA, Sub Treasury Building, Pine and 
Nassau Streets, New York City, were reviewed by the Reporting Agent and it 
was determined from these records that the subject, a negro, claimed to have 
been born at Giddings, Texas in July 1902. A letter from the Health Department 
at Giddings, Texas to the New York Branch of the WPA' indicated that birth 
records were not maintained at Giddings, Texas until 1903. 


On June 25, 19l0, the subject married RICHARD B. CROSSCUP, 
& white man, The files also reflected that the subject,.at the present time, 
is employed as the director of the George Washington Carver School in Harlem, 


The records of the Registrar's Office, Harvard pO PN 
Cambridge, Massachusetts were reviewed by an Agent of the Boston Field pivision 
and the following information concerning RICHARD B. CROSSCUP was obtained: 


RICHARD B. CROSSCUP was born July 24, 1905 at Dorchester, 
Massachusetts, His father's name was.given'as LOUIS EDWI QSSCUP, His 
mother's name being LILLIAN CAMPBELL} CROSSCUP. Dates of birth of the parents 
were not givene 


The Daily Worker, issue ‘of January 11, 196, contains an 
article captioned NOTED NEGROES TO LECTURE AT JEFFERSON SCHOOL, Among those 
listed was the name of Miss GWENDOLYN BENNETT- who will lecture on Art, The 
Daily Worker of the same date carried an advertisement of the Jefferson School 
of Social Science, 575 Sixth Avenue, New York City, indicating that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT. would teach a course in Modern Art : CEZANNE TO THE PRESENT» 


The Daily Worker of January 29, 19h6 abs bed thatthe 
International Workers Order awarded prizes to the George Washington School 
and the Institute for Jewish Studies. . The awards would be presented by 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, director of the Carver School, and MORRIS Us*SCHAPPES, 
union communist and director of the Institute for Jewish Studies. 


iU) 
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The Daily Worker of January 31, 1946 indicated that 

GWENDOLYN BENNETT, director of the George Washington Carver School, would 
speak on "The Negro in Art" at the Jefferson School on Thursday at 6:30 P.M. 
The article stated. that BENNETT was a member of the “merican Artists Congress 
and the Artists! Union, affiliated to the CIO, ' 

: The Daily Worker of February 3, 196 contains the v 
administrative staff of the George Washington Carver School which includes 
& picture of the subject, ] 
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NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


At New York City 


Will follow and report the Communist. activities of the subject, 
and her activities in connection with the George Washington Carver School, 
of which she is the director. 
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100-293468 
SACy New York City November 6, 1916 
f Director, FBI 
G7ENDOLYN BNALTT, can aliasos "f, arb Tess ee 
INTERNAL SECURITY = "39 Lb 
(New York file No. 190456529) werap 2 2. -sokal 


The Bureau desires that in further investigating this subject's 
activities specific attention be given to obtaining admissible evidence which 
will prove dlrectly or ciroumstantially her membership in or affiliation with 
the Communist Party, and knowledge of the revolutionary aims and purposes of 
thet organization. When, in your judgmont, sufficient evidence has been 


obtained you should prepare a report in summary form in which tenporary ols 
will be used to protect the identity of those informants who are in a position 
to testify. 
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E Office Memorandum . UNITED STATES GOVERNM m 


TO . Director, FBI " DATE November 2, 1949 
FROM : SAC, New York hed — 
SUBJECT. GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. u^ z 
- SECURITY MATTER - C Ae, 


— (Bureau file 1009-293468) ' x » 
MRS RICHARD. CRASSE LAF 
A review of instant file reflects that the above named individual 

~has~not been engaged in Communist activities since November, 1947. 


(Ul have advised that 
since 1947, at which time the George Washington Carver School closed, 
that they have not observed nor heard of any Communist activities 
on the part of the subject, b7C 


b7D 
60 0 0 avis that GWENDOLIN BENNETT 
had suffered a nervous breakdown in 1947 and that it was not known whether 
m or not the Carver School would ever reopen. 

In view of the above, GWENDOLYN BENNETT'S name is being removed 
from the Key Figure List in the New York Office and this case is being 
closed subject to being reopened should the subject again become active 
in the Communist Party. 


Owing to the past activities of the subject in the Communist 


Party, it is suggested that the Security Index Card in this case continue 
to be maintained. 


Enclosed herewith is the report of | a at 


New York, dated November 2, 1949. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK : i * - NY Fire NO 100-56529 mth 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
DI 


NEW YORK NOV » 1943 9055178 — nd 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
GWENDOLYN BENNE 8 . 
GIN DENNETT, wa, : | SECURITY MATTER - C 
DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 auc baw/cpb/kj 
ON 03-07-2007 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS Subjegt, in 1946, was instructor at Jefferson 
School of Social Science, Was also diréctor 
of now defunct George Washington Carver School. 

advised in February, 1947 that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT is a memb f National Cultural 
Commission of CP. in September, 1947, ad- 
vised that Carver School closed and that subj- 
ect suffered nervous breakdown, 
have advised that periodical checks 
from December, 1947 to October, 1949, failed 
to disclose any CP activity of the subject, 
vicio State subject is still residing 
us » RIC "GROSSCUP, at Two West 
TNS p mron CANPLYLI) 120th Street and is uhbmployed. 
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Bureau file 100-293468 
Bureau lette ; 
Report of SA New York, 9/20/46 


The catalog of the Jefferson School of Social Science 
for September = December, 1946, reflects that the 
subject will be an instructor at the school, i 


On November 22, 1946 
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The "Daily Worker" issue of January 14, 1947, reported that 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, director of the George Washington ‘Carver School, announced 
that 6, 000 persons have taken advantage of the school's educational op- 
portunities over the past three years. She also reported that some new 
courses were to je started and that the instructors and gugst lecturers 


RÀ HANS BOROUGH, | HENRY: WINSTON, MAXWWEISS, 
TRONG 


On February 21, 1947, of known reliability, 
advised that GWLNDOLYN BENNETT is a member of the National Cultural Commission 
of the Communist Party. 


The catalog of the Jefferson Shoot of Social Science for April 
and June, 1947 listed GWENDOLYN BENNETT as a satay member of this institution. 


FFF known releabiitty, advised that all 
instructors and guest lecturers a 


Jefferson School of Social Science 
are either Communist Party members or strong Communist sympathizers» 


On September 17, 1947,[ __savisea that 
the George Washington Carver School discontinued operation, Informant said 


the school was deeply in debt, that the director of the school, GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT, had suffered a nervous breakdown and no one knew where She was 
living at this time. 


On November 4, 1947, of- known 
reliability, advised that the George Washington Carver School had closed 
íts doors and discontinued its activities due to the lack of funds, 


. From December, 1947 to October, 1949, 
all of known reliability, advised that they have made 
periodical checks to ascertain whether the George Washington School has 
renewed operations and that they found that the school is definitely 
out of existence and will not be reopened, . 


In October, 1948 


advised that he had heard ; 
from reliable sourcos that QWENDOLYN BENNETT, former director of the school, 


=~ SS e woman 00m 
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is suffering from a nervous breakdown and is somewhat mentally unbalanced 
and tnat she is no longer connectéd with any activities of the Communist 
Partys 


advised in August, 1949 that 
the subject is suffering from a nervous breakdown and is no longer connected 
with any activities of the Communist Party, Inf ormants stated that the 
subject is residing at Two West 120th Street, New York City, with her husband, 
RICHARD CROSSCUP, and that she is — herself to her apartment and 
that she is unemployed. 


On October ; 1949, b6 
was interviewe er pretext an & ids 
state ENNETT is in "poor health" and seldom leaves her "S 


apartment, She stated that the subject is a housewife and that for the 
past two years the subject and her husband have "kept to themselves" 
&nd have bad very few visitors, À 


On October 14, P ee ee l. gere that he 
had ascertained from reliable sources in Harlem that the subject was 
"through with the Communist Party" and was only interested in her own 
affairs as a wife and her duties as a housewife, 


! 
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at New York, da ted 


IAL INFORMANTS ; "m 


The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of s[ E] 
are as follows: 


194g 
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A review of the files at the Bureau in connection with this subject 
has revealed that a report has not been received from your office concerning 


the subject since the report of Special Agent sr de 
dated g at Naw York . 1 


While it is realized that existing instructions do not require that 
a report be submitted periodically on Security Index card subjects unless the 
subject is also a top functionary, 1t 1s felt that in view of the tense inter- 
national situation at the present time, a new report should be submitted set- 
ting forth the extent of the subject's present activities in connection with 
the Communist Party and related groups in order that the Bureau will be in pos- 
session of current information concerning each one of those subjects who are 
considered à threat to the internal security. 


In submitting the report, the Bureau desires that you incorporate in 
summary form the information contained in your files not previously reported. 
Information of substantive nature only should be set forth and repetitious 
material should be avoided. Where a description of the subject has not been 
reported, that, too, should be included in the report and also placed on the 
reverse gide of the Security Index card in accordance with the instructions 
outlined in SAC Letter No. 57, Series 1948, dated April 10, 1948. 


In the eyent the subject’s current address is not the same as that 
which appears on the Security Index card, you should correct the Security 
Index card and forward Form FD-119 to the Bureau in order that the Security 
Index card at the Bureau can be corrected. 


In order that the Security Index will contain only the names of those 
individuals who can be considered to be a threat to the internal security of 
' this country, the Bureau desires that you carefullly appraise this case and if 
it appears that the subject, based on his present position and activities or 
past position and activities, cannot be considered such as threat, then in ad- 
dition to submitting the report, you should recommend that the Security Index 


card be canceled. 
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Director, FBI 


RE: DETCOM 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
GWENDOLYÝ BENNETT, was. rm 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


Dear Sır: 


For your information the above captioned individual 
& Security Index card has been prepared by this office has f 
designated for priority attention in the event of an emerge 
ting apprehension of persons listed in the Security Index. 


necessita- . 


However, inasmuch as she is no longer being.consi 


this time. — — L 3 1 
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It is recommended that a Security Index Card be n on the 
above captioned individual. 


x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 

ALIASES 

RACE SEX NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 
COMMUNIST. SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


4 
Jefferson School of Social Science (Teaching one night & week | 


575 Sixth Avenue, Neu York, New York Wednesday night) 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 


MAT MIF RECORDED - 58 2 2 G. 93 V d- F. 
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Ds SECURITY MATTER - C z 
4 Bufile 100-293468 * 
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It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 

&bove captioned individual. 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


RACE SEX NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


— 


í [77] TN 
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB 2: S "m 


cx» 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH x 
= N = 


V 

= 

RESIDENCY’ ADDRESS © 
m 
© 


BUSÍNESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


Consumers Union of IS. Inca, Marling and Subscription Department, 38 East lst Street, 
ew York Cit OR b= 
NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO . Director, FBI (100-293168) DATE April 19, 1952 
FROM 4 je Nen Sok (100-56529) 


SUBJECT GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. 
SECURITY MATTER - C Card U T. p, 


j ALL mnm ci | a Pd 


It is recommended that & Security Index Card be prepared on the 
&bove-captioned individual. ex 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME 
ALIASES 
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


i bm. -] 
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) ae 
— — 


Consumers Union of U. S. Inc. Mailing p? Subseriptagg Pep 


o? pim 
i433 East Ist Street (Lth Floor), NTON know 285 as — oro cup) y7 


8 
NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility Lisi = d 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS l ' 
| 
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Office Memorandum „ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI (100-293468) DATE 6/1/53 
FROM SAC, New York (100-56529) p 
|, SUBJECT: cwENDOLYZSENNETT, was t Ae / 
*“ SM - C yy 7 
| SECURITY TNFORMANT PROGRAM de y 
NEW YORK DIVISION nu. pep a a, 


5. lde d ise] 


In connection with the Security Informant Program in 
the New York Division the following information is submitted. 


Background MES Bie Aa RDO ROS TL f G.LR. 5 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT CROSSCUP, a negress, claims to have 
been born 7/8/02 at Giddings, Texas. She is married to RICHARD ' 
—CROSSCUP, white, born 7/24705. She is reported to have attended 
p ,Columbia Teachers College, New York City and to have graduated 
h.l from Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York in 192h. She is also 
reported to have studied at Julien Academy, Paris, France in 
1925 and 1926, and at Barnes Foundation, Marion, Pa. during 
1927 and 1928. 


` 


Information received in October 1952 indicates_she is 
ployed in the — —ͤ— ES of Consumers Union of | 


Communist Activity 


Subject was listed in the winter term 19ll Catalogue 
of the Jefferson School of Social Science, New York ss an 
instructor. This catalogue also identified her as Directe of 
the George Washington Carver School in New York, It is noted 
that both schools have been cited by the Attorney General as 
organizations coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


In 1941 during the course of an investigation conducted 
by the Works Progress Administration it was reported by a source 
of unknown reliability that the subject was 2 member of the Com- 
munist Party Publicity Committee for the New York District in 
1936, 1937 and 1938. Another informant of unknown reliability 
revorted tbe dovihe enbet y was known to him as a Communist Party 
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member in 194l. She was also reported by several sources to have 
been a delegate to the National Negro Congress Convention in 
Philadelphia in 1937. The National Negro Congress has been cited 
by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of Executive 
Order 9835. It was also reported during the course of the WPA 
investigation in 1941 that she had campaigned in Pittsburgh in 
1940 for JAMES FORD, CP candidate for Vice President of the 
United States in 1940. 


She was during the period of 1943 to 1947 the director 
of the George Washington Carver School. It is noted that the 
school closed in late 1947 due to lack of funds. In 1947 she 
was relisbly revorted to be a member of the National Culturel 
Commission of the Communist Party. 


During the course of an investigation conducted in 191 
by the WPA concerning the subject it was alleged by an individual 
of unknown reliability that RICHARD CROSSCUP, subject's husband 
was a member of the Communist Party in the year 1935. In this 
same investigetion it was alleged that CROSSCUP was seen in the 
Communist Party offices on 13th Street, New York City in the 
year 1938. 


In December 1946 a reliable informant advised that 
RICHARD CROSSCUP was teaching at the George Washington Carver 
School. 


The 196 issues of "Fraternal Outlook", monthly 
publication of the International Workers Order identified 
RICHARD CROSSCUP as National Director of Children's Activities 
for the IWO. He has been reported to have worked for the IWO 
until March 1951. His present occupation is unknown. The IWO 
has been cited by the Attorney General as an organization coming 
within the purview of Executive Order 9835, 


In April 1946 a reliable informant advised that RICHARD 
CROSSCUP sttended the Harlem Section Convention of tbe Communist 
Party held 3/1-3/16. The informant related that RICHARD CROSSCUP 
signed the register at the Convention and stated that all persons 
who signed the register were members of the Communist Party. 


Letter ne Director 85 1 
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Recently a reliable Confidential Informant of this 
office advised that up until the closing of the George Washington 
Carver School the subject had been its director, He reported that 
prior to the closing of this school the subject had engaged in a 
card game with persons outside the Communist Party and lost a 
considerable amount of money which belonged to the school. When 
an audít was made of the books of the school the shortage was 
discovered. The subject confessed to his actions, but was unable 
to make up the loss. She became quite upset. about this_and is 
reported to have suffered a nervous breakdown. “At the time the 
shortage was discovered the Party leadership was quite alarmed 
and did not make any issue of it in order to prevent a break in 
morale in the Party. The informant stated that the leadership 
did not even bring this information to the attention of the 
Review Commission of the Party, for fear of embarrassment, 


According to the informant the subject was inactive for 
a few years after the above mentioned incident, but according to 
present information he has received she is now teaching part time 
at the Jefferson School of Social Science in New York. The infor- 
mar as advised that anyone instructing at the Jefferson School 
would also have to be active in the Commuhist Party. " 


i Plan of Approach . 


The subject will be approached. in a direct manner, at 
a secure vlace, away from her residence and employment. She will. 
be interviewed by two agents, 


Buresu authority is requested so that the subject can 
be interviewed in accordance with exisitng Bureau instructions 
relating to interviews under the Security Informant Program. 


¢ 


STANDARD FORM NO, 64 Sig 


Office MemoraBlum « UNITED srar GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI (100-293468) DATE. 9/23/53 
FROM Y C, New York (100-56529) 
SUBJECT: bam Kaner. was. 
OOR IW?ORMANT PROGRAM 
r NEJ YORK DIVISION 


A Re NY letter to Director dated 6/4/53 


Attempts to interview the subject in accordance vith existing 
instructions relative to interviews under the Security Index Program 
have been unsuccessful to date. 


New York wil. continue to effect the above interview and 
as soon as results are obtained the Bureau will be notified. 
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ReNYletters to Bureau, PV and 9/23/53. 


Subject was contacted under safe and secure conditions on the 


corner of Second Avenue and First Street, NYC, at approximately 9:10 am 
10/27/53, by SA'S| and— à = a After the 
interviewing agents en e emselves and advised the subject 


of her rights, she admitted her identity and during the ensuing con- 
versation advised that she and her husband reside at. 2 West 120th 
St, NYC, and that she is employed by Consumers Union of the U. S. 
Inc., 38 East First Street, NYC: — ya A . 


She was not cooperative in that she repeatedly stated 
that she had no information about herself or husband that the FBI 
does not already have. When discreetly advised that she was not 
in a position to know the extent of the information in the Bureau!s 
and that it was desired that information be obtained directly from 
her concerning herself or any acquaintances in an effort to further 
substantiate or refute any information in the Bureau's possession. 
She merely repeated her original statement that she was sure that 
she had no information that is not already in the Bureau's possession. 


When questioned as to Party membership, subject. refused 
to affirm or deny any CP membership. She was evasive to all 
questions and replied to questions referring to CP TERETA 
that such questions were supposition. 


It is to be not ed that described 


en hans odes concerning her deity to the U.S. Govern- 
ment, the subject replied that she is loyal to the U.S. and has 
never been snything but loyal to the U.S. When questioned concern-/ , 
ing her loyalty to the U.S. jin. the event the US. became involved dis 
in a war with Russia, $he eva a direct answer to this question 
and stated that she lof&lato the U.S. and has never been any- 
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: Subject was asked for information concerning her husband's 
Party activities, to which she replied such questions were supposition 
and that she was not in a position to offer suppositions concerning 
anyone. 


At this point the subject terminated the interview by 
stating that she would have no information that the Bureau does 
not already have and further that anything she could offer about 
others would be supposition and that she would not give suppositions 
concerning anyone. The subject thereafter departed and proceeded 
directly to her employment at 38 East First Street, NYC. 


It is recommended that the subject not be recontacted 
due to her failure to cooperate in that she gave evasive answers 
and terminated the interview by walking away from the interviewing 
agents. 
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TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. SECURITY MAT TER-C 


svNoPsisorrAcrs Subject interviewed 10/27/53, at which time she 
advised that she resides at 2 West 120th St, NYC, 
and is employed by Consumers Union of the U.S., 
Inc., at 38 East lst Street, NYC. Subject refused 
to confirm or deny any CP membership. She claims to be loyal to 
the U.S. Govt. Subject was evasive to questions asked and ter- 
minated the interview by leaving interviewing agents. 
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DETAILS: On October 27, 1953, subject was interviewed at the 
corner of Second Avenue and First Street, New York 
City, by SA and the reporting agent. 
Subject advise at she resides with her husband at 
2 West 120th Street, New York City, and stated that she is employed 
by the Consumers Union of the United States, Inc., 38 East First 
Street, New York City. 


The subject refused to confirm or deny Communist Party 
membership. She advised that any information she could give along 
these seme lines concerning other individuals would be supposition 
and that she would not offer suppositions concerning anyone. Sub- 
ject stated that she is loyal to the United States Government and 
has never been anything but loyal to the U. S. She refused to 
give direct answers to questions concerning loyalty to the United 
States in the event United States pere involved in a war with Russia, 
The subject terminated the intervi'ew by departing from the interview- 
ing na dui Ten! 
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GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Re report of Te zA 
November 5, 1953, setting for e results of an 


interview with the subject. 


Prior to closing this case you are requested 
to submit a report incorporating all information 


developed regarding S subsequent 
to the report of SA dated November 2, 


1949. 
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SYNOPSISOF FACTS Subject resides at 2 West 120th Street, NYC, and is 
employed by Consumers Union of the US, Inc., 38 East First 
Street, NYG. Source of unknown reliability reported on 11/11/53 
that the subject was a member of the CP prior to 1940. Records 
«of the Board of Elections, NYC, reflect that the name RUTH GALE, 
344 Lerox Avenue, NYC, appeared on a 1939 CPNP. Catalogue of 
JSSS reflects subject was an instructor at thet school 1917, 
1949 and 1950. 


DETAILS: Unless otherwise indicated all informants in this 
report are of known reliability. — — 


I. BACKGROUND koni ee. 
A. Employment Hi 


On November 2, 1949 advised that GWENDOLYN © 
BENNETT was teaching two classes every Wednesday night at 
the Jefferson School of Social Science. He stated that to 
his knowledge this was her only employment. 


The Jefferson School of Social Science has been 
designated by the Attorney General as an organization pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. ; 
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On March 16, 1950 urnished information that 
indicated G \CROSSCUP, 2 Wes Oth Street, New York City, A 
was employed by the Consumers Union of the United States, 


Incorporated, 38 East First Street, New York City, for the 


year 1949. 

19 the subject was interviewed 
by SAs 1 at which time 
she advise at she was employed by the Consumers Union of 
the United States, Incorporated, at 38 East First S get, . 
New York City. ad XP 


B. Residenee 


On May 7, 1951 of unknown reliability but in a 
position to be familiar w the subject, advised that GWENDOLY 
BENNETT resided at 2 West 120th Street, New York City. 


n O 7, 1953 the subject was interviewed by 
SAs and at which time she advised that she 
resided with her husband at 2 West 120th Street, New York 


City. 


II. CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


A. Evidence of Communis t Party Membershi 


On November 11, 1953 of unknown reliability 
but who has furnished reliable Information in the past, 
advise ha be subi dag 8 adv a = Q De ony 
Party 


mp o 


A On September 15, 1953], of unknown reliability 
but a person in a position to have knowledge of the subject's 
activities between the years 1937 and 1939, advised that 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, a Negro artist, was a self-admitted 
‘ Communist Party member who advised the informant that she had 
- gone to a Communist Party school. 
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B. Evidence of Communist Party Sympathy VUE 


The records of the Board of Elections, New York 
City, reflect. that the name gucke, 344 Lenox Avenue, New 
York 91 ty ppeared on a 1949 Communist Par ty Independent 
Nominating Petition for BENJAMIN J. DAVIS who was a candidate 
for City Councilman in Manhattan. 


III. SUBJECT'S ACTIVITY IN CONNECTION 
WITH COMMUNIST PARTY FRONT GROUPS 


A. Subjectts Activity in Connection with 
the Jefferson School of Social Science 
The catalogue of the Jefferson School of Social 
Science for the September - December 1947 term reflects that 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, BS in Fine Arts, Columbia; Fellowship 
Academic Julian, Paris; Director, George Washington Carver 
School, appeared on a list of instructors and guest lecturers. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of November 23, 1949, page 
8, col 1, under the heading, "What's On," reflected that 
Picass& ya would be discussed by GWENDOLYN BENNETT at the 
Jefferson School, 575 Sixth Avenue, at 6:5 p.m. 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist daily 
newspaper. = p 
On November 17, 1949| ]furnished a booklet issued ET 
by the BEN DAVIS Ball Committee entitled "A Tribute to 
Councilman BENJAMIN J. DAVIS." The name GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
appeared on a list of faculty under the caption, "Greetings 
from the Jefferson School." 


The catalogue of the Jefferson School of Social 
Science for the winter 1950 term reflects that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT was instructing a course entitled "How to Look at 
Pictures: Art Appreciation" on Wednesdays from 8:15 to 9:45 
P. m. 


The “Daily Worker" issue of February 8, 1950, page 
5, column 1, under the heading, "What's On," reflects that 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT would discuss "How to Look at Pictures: Art 
Appreciation" at tne Jefferson School. 
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d 
The "Daily Worker" issue of October 4, 1950, page ! 
8, column 4, under the heading "Tonight Manhattan," reflects 
that the culture of Negro people would be discussed by 
ie eta BENNETT at the Jefferson School, 575 Sixth Avenue, 
at 0:30 p.m. 


1 
T 


b2 
Tne "Daily Worker" issue of November 22, 1950, page xa 
0, column 3, reflects an advertisement for the Jefferson b7D 


School of Social Science that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was teaching 
a course entitled "The Culture of the Negro People" on 
Wednesdays &t 8:30 p.m. 


On February 15, 1951[  ]furnisnea information 
that indicated the subject participated in a program sponsored 
by the Jefferson School of Social Science celebrating Negro 
History Week held on Sunday, February 11, 1951. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of December 6, 1951, page 
5, under the caption "Reception Sunday rot 
reflects that one GWEND was one of eight persons 
PRPTISIbaiing in a tribute ff ta 
y tho Jefferson schoo ; 
"Masses and Mainstream." 
The "Daily Worker" of September 29, Lis page 11, 
Q l 


colum 5, reflects that the Jefferson School cience 
announced that 


"Masses and Mairis tream" has been cited as the 
successor to "New Masses," "a Communist magazine," by the 
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
Report No. 1953, on the Congress of American Women, April 26, 
1950 (originally released October 23, 1949), page 75. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of February 8, 1952, page 
8, column 1, reflects that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was scheduled to 
give a reading and an analysis of "working class poets of the 
Negro people" dedicated to the celebration of Negro History 
Week at the Jefferson School of Social Science on February 10 
at 10:00 p.m. 


€ 
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B. Subject's Activity in Connection : C 
with the American Labor Party d an 


D 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," dated May 1h, 1951, prepared and released by 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, United States House 
of Representatives, Washington, D. C., contains the following 
concerning the American Labor Party: 


"1l. For years, the Communists have put forth the 
greatest efforts to capture the entire American Labor Party 
throughout New York State. They succeeded in capturing the 
Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the American Labor Party 
but outside of New York City they have been unable to win 
control.' (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, March 29, 1944, page 78.) 


"2. Among torganizations that are victims of. 
Communist domination. (California Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report, 1948, pages 4O and 41.)" 


The records of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation, New York City Police Department, as reviewed 
on December 11, 1953 reflect that the name GWENDOLYN BENNETT, 


2 West 120th Street, New York City, appeared on an American 
Laber Party Nominating Fett ton „„ 
candidate for President of the City Counc n . 


t 


C. Subjectts Activity in Connection ' be 
with the George Washington Carver School A 


The George Washington Carver School has been 
designated by the Attorney General as an organization 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


' Qn November 11, 1953 advised that tne subject 

in the early 1940's became the head of the Carver School in 
Harlem at the time when the Communist Party was establishing 
similar schools all over America. The informant stated that 

it wasthe subject's duty to direct the school, build up a 

large student body that would also aid in raising funds for 

its existence, and to interest as many leading people in Harlem 
as possible to become members of the sponsoring committee. 


b2 
b7D 
NY 100-56529 
On November 23, 1953 L ]fur ther advised iet cnp 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT remained the head of tne Carver School IN 


until sometime in 1946, at which time she became desperately 
despondent, according to the informant, and was mixed up in 
great financial difficulties. The Party, according to the 
informant, relieved the subject of her job as director of 
the school because of these difficulties. 


D. Subject's Activity in Connection with the 
National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 


The National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions has been cited as a Conmunist front by the 
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, Review of 
the Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace 
arranged by the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions and held in New York City on March 25, 26 and 27, 
1949, House Report No. 1954, April 26, 1950 (originally 
released April 19, 1949), page 2. 


E. Subject's Activities in Connection with 
the American Women for Peace 


The American Women for Peace has been cited as "an 
advance wave to establish a beachhead for other left-wing 
organizations scheduled to descend on Washington in observance 
of a Communist-declared "peace week" by the Congressional 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report No. 378, on 
the Communist "Peace" Offensive, April 25, 1951, original 
date April 1, 1951, page 75. 


On August 9, isa[ ] furnished information that 
indicated the subject was a New York contact of the American 
Women for Peace. 
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F. Subject!'s Activity in Connection with Gi — 
the International Workers Order A Y d. 


The International Workers Order has been designated 
by the Attorney General as an organization pursuant to 


Executive Order 10150. b2 


b7D 
On April 17, 1950 furnished information that 


indicated GWENDOLYN BENNETT, born 1901, was & member. of 
International Workers Order Lodge 691 as of March 1950. 


IV. MISCELLANEOUS 


The "Daily Worker" issue of February 11, 1953, page 
7, column 3, under the heading "Information Please Forum on 
Negre History" reflects that GWENDOLYN BENNETT would participate 
in a round table of questions and answers on Negro life and 
history to be held Thursday, February 12, 1953 at 12h West 
124th Street, New York City. 


have some owledge of Communis arty activity in the New 


York City area, advised that they had no information pertaining 
to the subject. 
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ADMINISTRA TIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS ; MM 
vil 
Identity of Date of Activity Date Agent to File No. 
Source and/or Received Whom Where 
Description of Furnished Located 
Information 


11/2/49 100-56529- 
86 


3/16/50 100-56529- 
90 


E] Residence 5/1/51 100-56529- 
retext phone 98 


call made to 
home of subject 
on 5/7/51 


CP membership 11/12/53 
about 1940 


Head of Carver 11/12/53 
School 1940's 11/25/53 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


Identity of Date of Activity Date Agent to File No. 

Source and/or Received Whom . Where 
Description of Furnished Located 
Information 


| pm, a 


Mimeographed copy 2/15/51 
of a leaflet 


T issued by JSSS 
entitled "Negro 
History Week" 
NEN 
(U) b6 
b7C 
b7D 
Negative 12/11/53 Ins tant 
= report 
ora 
Negative 12/11/53 Ins tant 
report 
ora 
LEE 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 
Identity of Date of Activity Date Agent to File No. 
Source and/or Received Whom Where 
. E Description of Furnished Located 
Information 
Negative 12/9/53 [|] Ins tant 
(U) report 
(oral) 
Nega ti ve 12/9/53 Instant 
report 
iU) ora 
Negative 12/9/53 Ins tant 
report 
(Ui 
Negative 12/21/53 Ins tant 
report 
(U) 


REFERENCES: Report of SA[ Ie York, 11/5/53 


Bureau letter dated 11/25/53 
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— FORM NO 64 & T (5-11-53 ) 


Office Memorandum „ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI (100-293168) DATE: 4/26/55 
SAC, New York (10056529) Hee 
i C2 
see GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. z 
SM-C md PoR ATEN a $a 


"d u " ME. MR 1.4 LAE lex 2 0. 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


* The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
— — changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME 
ALI ASES 
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE  .— 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DEICOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 
d DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


ay BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 
OCGonsumers Union of U.S., Inc. 


56 Washington Street, New York, N.Y. 


KEY FACILITY DATA: m m 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY ——. 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


3 
RGS: MTR NOT RECORDED 
N 8 APR 27 1955 
* 4» 
duh d ia . INT SEC 
` p hs du 9i SN T BE 


r 
Wie Memĝjandum ° kee 3 ES GOVERNMENT 


Y t Director, FBI (100-293468) T 
! 9 | SAC, New Yark (100-56529) HL A 
y 
SUBJECT: ME eae was "s 8 " 


SM- C * o 

Reference G. 1 Ñ. AL. 

SAC Letter 55-30, April 12, 1955. M E 
egt R A 


Succinct Resume of Case ily SOHAL by 


d OA D 


(Reliable) (Admissable) Serial-21 - p. 2. 


EN prior to 8/22/44 that subject's activities 
at that time consisted solely in directing the affairs of the 


George Washington Carver School of which subject is director. 

(cited by HCUA) (admissable) : 
A review of the 194 catalogue of the Jefferson School 

of Social Science indicates that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was an, instructor 

in "Art, History and Appreciation". (cited by AG) anne 


who furnished reliable information in. "the 4 
past, advise /21/47 that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was a rember, o? *. 
the National Cultural Commission of the CP. (Serial 8, 8.0 27" s 
(inadmissable) E E 


In October, 1948, Dr. MAX YERGEN, 22 Hamilton Terrace, 
N, former chairman of the council on African Affairs and former 
member of Board of Directors of the George Washington Carver i 
a advised that he had heard from reliable sources that 
Y. GWENDOLYN BENNETT, former director of the George Washington 
S Carver School was suffering from a nervous breakdown; was somewhat 
5 unbalanced; and that she was no longer connected with 
any activities of the CP. (inadmissable) 


JUN 30 1955. 


r 
f 4 


00 — 
„ CANCELLED oss” rn 


WM:MJR EX-126 


4 JUL 704865 


Letter to Director ] 
NY. 100- 56529 


s b2 
ae who has reported reliable ean (ta in,7p1e 
October 1 1947 that subject was ough. - 
a een assa did DN only intePested 1n her own 


a Pe oat O and her duties as a housewife. (admissable) 


The Jefferson School of Social Science for the 
winter term 1950, reflects that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was 
instructing a course entitled "How to Look at Pictures: 
Art Appreciation" on Wednesdays from 8:15 to 9:5. 


The "Daily Worker" an East Coast Communist 
newspaper in November 22, 1950, December 6, 1951, February 8, 
1952 issues reflected the subject was still active in the 
Jefferson School of Social Science. (admissable) 


Recommendation ms NAER 


Delete from Security Index inasmuch as subject's 
activities do not come within the criteria’for retention on 
SI as set forth in referenced SAC letter 55-30, 4/12/55. 


Detcom Tabling 


l. Subject not tabbed Detcom. 
2. Not applicable. 
3. Subject recommended for deletion from SI. 
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7100724055 
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Director, FBI (100-293468) DATES’ WCT $1955 
SAC, New York (10056629) ——  —. | 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Re Bureau letter to NY, 5/H/55, 


The NYO by letter dated 4 


22-208 / ef 


20 discontinued 


A, 


NOT RECORDED 


162 OCT 


— 


11 1955 


— cá 


INITIALS ON ORIGINAL 


b2 
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D IN 


ORIGINAL COPY FILE 


Report Form 
FD 263 (5-12-55) s 
- e 


| FEDERAL BUREAU OF "INVESTIGATION e 


— Ade vestigative Period 

pÅ 1/15/59 T 11/14/58 - 1/8/59 

E OF CASE a! ` Papert iade $ ny 
"d ae = 


RACTER OF CASE = 
0 


SECURITY MATTER - C 
alir (Communist Index) 
DATE: 03-19-2007" 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ~ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
fere SHOWN OTHERWISE 


NK ii ? Ja av T 

DECLASSIFY ON: 2 3.3/1) 

REFERENCE 43 14.55 d 

New York letter to the Director, 
goaa 6/3/55. 227 md TEE OR Cun. ed at V 22 
-C - * „ 9 — Uo 
" ide e qi MÉ o pl i el 
ADMINISTRATIVE eythane 2 


‘| 
Subject is not being carried on the 
SI of the NYO and no recommendation is being 
made for the inclusion of her name on the SI 
inasmuch as her activities do not come within 
the, preggnt criteria. Subject is being retained 


A suitable photograph is available. 


Subject is not being considered for 


an interview at this time because when interviewed TM. 4 
in October of 1953, she reportedly stated that she 5 
was sure that she had no information that is not 
3 
pomme o em Do not write in spaces below 
cues made hy ji l | E . 7 a a AS REC- 92 
(u. Bureau (100- cote) ) 5 
3 - New York (10056529 ä 435 | 
' ^ | gs JAN 19 1959 — | 


— uo — 


CONFADENT IAL 


Property of FBI This report 13 EA to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which lo 


6 7 JAN 2 2 8 O52 *t U 8 GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1958 O—344750 


‘ 
(7) 3 ce c r , „ . 


/' NY 100-5629 di . „ Fpa 


already in the possession of the FBI. It is atso noted 
that soerosimabely 11l papra ago iki allegedly suffered 
" a nervous breakdown. 3 


ite report has been SATA "confi 1" 


because cant gins information furnished by a highly 
iden 


placed conf al source, the disclosure of: which would ' a 
hamper future security investigations, thereby MOVEN 
national titania i (3 his 
INFO . ; ' l " b6 
7 aa E b7C 
File Number "oo g 0 B 
3 Identity of Identity of Source . mere Located 9 
Careful consideration, has been given to the source go "e 
concealed and a T symbol has been utilized in the report i 
only in that instance where the identity of the source must 
NN M 
\ 
Informants mentlonad as having been contacted "s 
PERETANE are identified as follows: , l 
Informant Date Contacted . Agent Contacting 
. 11/19/58 
, . 12/10/58 2 ` i 
12/15/58 ! En à 
12/15/58 . : 
. 11/19/58 
11/21/58 £4 
| | COVER PAGE EX 


4 vot 
A r ) 


bl 
b2 
b6 
b7C 
b7D 


* | j | | * 
"E 8 | ld p 
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(m Informant | Date Contacted Agent Contacting 
11/19/58 

"v 11/25/58 

4 11/25/58 

iU) 11/20/58 

iU) 11/21/58 

m 11/25/58' 

"m 11/21/58 
11/21/58 
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Synopsis 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


r b6 
a — m 
January 15, 195 i 


New York 100-56 
Bureau 108293088 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


Subject resides 2 West 120th Street, NYC, and is 
employed by Consumers Union of U.S., Inc., 256 
Washington, Mt. Vernon, NY. Subject reportedly 
was a member of the IWO as of late 1953. 


a 3408 
DECLASSIFIED BY 


100 


Ms 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency, 


if and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 16—74625-1 GPO 
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. DETAILS: . | l „ u " 


BACKGROUND mE b7D ` 
Residence and Employment 


. On November 21, 1958, al ea a 
Department, Consumers Union of Unite ates, Incorporated; 
256 Washington, Mt. Vernon, New York, advised T 

— Tee. the subject as GWENDOLYN BENNETT CROSSCUP. 
o be employed by the above, and resides at 2 1 
West 120th Street, New York ROME 


AFFILIATION WITH THE ^ 
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT . rh 


Communist Party Fronts, 


^ 


. On June 22, E information 
which reflected that subject was a member of the International 
Workers e as of late 1953. . i 


‘The International Workers Order has been e 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. . : 


." MISCELLANEOUS 


Informants who are familiar with certain phases 

of Communist Party activity in the New York City area, were 
contacted relative to the subject in November and. eee 
1958, and were unable to furnish any information., 


The Communist Party has been designated by the 
Attorney General, of the Uni tedgstates pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 


A , 


e ] l i ' 


Zo 


NY 100-56529 a i 
DESCRIPTION ; 

The n of the subject was — 
obtained by SA on November 21, 1958: b7C 
Age E Approximately 50 AT 

Race , Negro 
Complexion Medium 
Height 512" 
Weight 180 pounds 
Hair : ' Black 


* a 


United States Department of Justice 
Jederal Bureau of Investigation 


Crp 


100-56529 


New York, New York 
January 15, 1959 


- Re: Gwendolyn Bennett 
Security Matter - C 


With regard to the report of Special Agent 
— and captioned as above, the 
nformants mentioned therein all have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 


b6 
b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and is a loan to your 
agency; ‘it and/or its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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